
  

 

Annual TABC Picnic 

 Our annual picnic party will be 
on Sunday, June 23, from 11AM-3PM, 
at the Abbott Loop Community Park 
shelter, the same place it's been for the 
past couple of years.  

 When the date 
gets closer, there will 
be a sign-up list for 
what you want to 
bring. 
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Find out about our latest 

Lost and Found birds, 

our Adopt-A-Bird pro-

gram and other articles 

and videos.  See what’s 

up and coming and stay 

in touch at 

www.alaskabirdclub.org 

Bird of the Month for May 

Baby the Budgerigar 

by Novalee Andrews 

 Baby is a one-year-
old male parakeet. I know 
that he is a male because 
of the color of his cere. 
Male parakeets have a blue 
cere and female parakeets 
have a brown cere. 

 I got Baby in July 
of 2012 from a pet store.  
Baby lives in my room in 
a big cage full of toys. 
During the daytime, Baby 
hangs out with my mom’s 
green cheek conure, Pablo. 
It took them a few weeks 
to get along, but they are 
good friends now. They 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://anchorageparkfoundation.org/directory/abbott/#mapview
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The following locations have copies of our newsletter if you need extra.  We 

have also noted the clinics that have avian vets by the  

The Alaska Bird News is published by The Alaska Bird  Club.  The Alaska 

Bird Club, its members, and directors are  not responsible for any claims, 

services, or information presented.  The views and opinions are those of the 

writers and do not necessarily reflect those of The Alaska Bird News. 

Club Information 
The Alaska Bird Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

incorporated in the State of Alaska.   

It meets at 7:00PM on the first Tuesday of every 

month at Serendipity Adult Day Services in 

Anchorage.  Location: 3550 East 20th Ave (off of 

Northern Lights Blvd & Nichols St). 
 

The mailing address is: 
 

The Alaska Bird Club 
P.O. Box 101825 

Anchorage, Alaska  99510-1825 
 

(907) 868-9070 
 

President:   Amber O’Neill 

Vice President:  Karen Medkeff 

Secretary:  Carrie Wallan 

Treasurer:  Jennifer Slaughter  

Member-at-large:  Herb Lewis  

Sergeant-at-arms:  Garry Wallan 

Newsletter Editor:  Lynne Bush 

Adopt-a-Bird Chairperson: 

Marcy Gentemann 
 

Lost & Found:   (907) 351-2762                     
 

E-mail the Alaska Bird Club at: 
akbirdclub@yahoo.com 

 

For newsletter or article information contact: 
lynnebush@clearwire.net 

 

Visit our website: 
www.alaskabirdclub.org 

 
We welcome any comments, articles or any ideas  

for the club or the newsletter.  Current issues  

and extra copies of previous editions of  

The Alaska Bird News are available at the monthly 

meetings.    

ANCHORAGE 

 

Alaska Mill & Feed 

1501 E. 1st Avenue 

(907) 276-6016 
 

Alaska Pet-ography 

9130 Elim Street 

(907) 868-1680 
 

Chester Valley Veterinary 

1571 Muldoon Road 

(907) 333-6591 
 

College Village  Animal Clinic   

Dr’s Basler & Nicholson 

2036 E. Northern Lights Boulevard 

(907) 274-5623 
 

Diamond Animal Hospital   

Dr. Doty  24-Hour  

(907) 562-8384 
 

Hillside Pet Clinic   

Dr. Bluestone 

Dr. Fredrickson 

2101 Abbott Road, Suite #1 

(907) 344-7913 
 

Petco 

8621 Old Seward Highway 

(907)  365-550 

3090 Mountain View Drive 

(907) 277-3826 
 

Pet Emergency Treatment Center 

2320 E. Dowling Road 

(907) 274-5636 
 

The Pet Stop   

Dr. Riley Wilson 

1921 W. Dimond Boulevard 

(907) 522-1006 
 

The Pet Zoo 

901 E. Dimond Boulevard 

(907) 3442966 

VCA Alaska Pet Care  

3900 Lake Otis Parkway 

(907) 562-PETS (7387) 
 

 

VCA Alpine Animal Hospital 

12531 Old Seward Highway 

(907) 345-1515 
 

VCA E. Anch Animal Clinic 

2639 Boniface Parkway 

(907) 337-1561 

 

EAGLE RIVER 

 

Ravenwood Veterinary Clinic   

Dr. Cuthbert 

11525 Old Glenn Highway 

(907) 694-9665 
 

The Pet Zoo 

12046 Business Boulevard 

(907) 622-2966 

 

WASILLA 
 

All Creatures Veterinary Clinic 

Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Highway 

(907) 376-6016 
 

The Pet Zoo 

1481 E. Parks Highway 

(907) 357-7335 

 

PALMER 
 

Far Country Animal Hospital 

2701 N. Liahona Drive 

(907) 746-7297 
 

North Star Animal Hospital 

840 S. Cobb Street 

(907) 746-7387 
 

Palmer Veterinary Clinic 

Mi 39 Glenn Highway 

(907) 745-3219 
 

The Pet Zoo 

10201 E. Palmer-Wasilla Highway 

(907) 746-0056 

 

FAIRBANKS 
 

Mt. MKinley Animal Hospital 

800 College Road 

(907) 452-6104 

Permission for the reproduction of any article 

is granted to not-for-profit organizations only, 

under the provision that the Alaska Bird News 

and the author’s name are cited in full. 

Dedicated to all the  current and future bird  

owners in Alaska. 
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 Many of us, being the pet bird enthusiasts we are, have multiple birds. 
With parrots in particular, it's important to keep your eye on the little buggers. We 
all know they're remarkably and proudly disposed toward mischief, but they can 
also be dangerous to themselves and others. 
 A parrot's feet are very important to him. They act as hands and feet, and 
with only four toes on each one, it's good to keep as many of those toes intact as 
possible. Sure, many parrots heal up and do just fine missing one or more toes, or 
even one or both feet... but they shouldn't have to! 
 Each bird is capable of getting himself into plenty of trouble; my pionus 
got one of her toes trapped between cage parts one morning, and the ensuing flap 
and panic resulted in a couple weeks of preventive antibiotics, painkillers, and 

limping, as well as the loss of her toe. It simply fell off. This was a pretty good outcome compared to some 
I've seen when a bird tangles with another parrot, most likely when the injured is a trespasser on a cage that is 
not his. 
 Recently, I had a report of a household with two happy, vocal, well-cared-for medium-size parrots. 
New World Parrot landed on the cage of Old World Parrot, and OWP not only took offense, but a second 
toe, as there was already one missing on the same foot as a result of an old mystery injury. 
 NWP bled, a lot. He limped. He was miserable. A vet visit indicated that the best thing would be am-
putation of the toe. The toe was successfully removed; NWP was put under observation for his emergence 
from the anesthetic. The bird opened his eyes, looked around... and died. His heart stopped because he had 
lost too much of his precious blood. 
 Very sad stories such as these can be prevented. It can be difficult to keep birds from getting themselves 
into dangerous situations, and we have all had close calls and disastrous occurrences, myself included. But 
when these things happen, they are good reminders take extra precautions and not let ourselves get lazy or less 
vigilant. Parrots are unpredictable and sometimes we have to save them from themselves. 

President’s Perch by Amber O’Neill 

Baby the Budgerigar, cont’d  
follow each other around, play to-
gether, and have long preening ses-
sions. Every bird needs a pin feather 
helper! 

 Parakeets are from 
Australia and are originally green, 
yellow, and black. They have been 
bred to be all the magnificent colors 
they are now. I chose Baby because 
he is a dilute variety gray wing and I 
thought he looked different and 
pretty. Gray wings, unlike other 
parakeets, have grey stripes instead of 
black stripes going down their back. 
The dilution mutation makes Baby a 

very pale blue. 

Another neat thing about para-
keets is that the spots on their faces can 
be seen by other parakeets in ultravio-
let light. These spots light up and 
glow, attract mates, and identify indi-
vidual birds. 

Baby’s basic diet is Zupreem 
fruit pellets and a foraging mix. He 
especially enjoys eating endives, pears, 
and lots of millet.  

He likes to take bird baths and 

spend time on his play gym. His most 
favorite thing to do though is sleep.  
- Novalee Andrews, age 11 
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Printing services for this newsletter 
generously donated by: 

 

Konica Minolta  
Business Solutions, Inc.  USA 

Bizhub Copiers    
 

907.276.6360 

 

Zebra Finches 
 

A number of zebra finches need a home! Relinquisher has about a 
dozen, would like to re-home half of them. Most are male. If enough are 
taken at once, a cage will come with. If interested, please contact the 
Alaska Bird Club at akbirdclub@yahoo.com or 868-9070. 

 

Caesar 

Male Double Yellow Amazon in 

Fairbanks 

www.petfinder.com 

 

Twelve Finches 
 

A local school has a bookcase-size cage full of zebra finches. The whole 
flock needs to be relinquished due to allergies in the school. 

 

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/24749430 

Birds Available for Adoption 

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/25024904?printer_friendly=1
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Birds Available for Adoption, continued... 

 

Limon 
Male Budgerigar, age unknown. 

Other budgies are also available. 

 

 http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/23340104 

Chic Chic, Scarlet Macaw 

Chic Chic is a close to 30-year-old, pretty mellow, scarlet ma-

caw. She has a small, clear vocabulary. Chic Chic "dances" to 

music with a good beat, and a lot of the time displays rhythm, 

too! She started plucking her chest at about 10 when her first 

owners separated her from and then sold her “mate.” (They 

thought both were boys at the time.) She is pretty much bald-

chested, full-time. She lived with her new scarlet buddy, until 

his death 9 years ago. If not another macaw buddy, then she 

primarily prefers male humans, but occasionally feels a female is 

acceptable. Thought the best placement would be with another 

“buddy” macaw, but she might potentially be a pet bird again 

with the right person, (most likely a man,) and a lot of work. 

Although she is well cared for, she lives a pretty boring life, as 

she doesn't play much with toys, chew much, or connect with 

other non-macaw parrots. For more information about her, 

contact 696-6800. 

Georgia, Conure 

 

 I also go by Good Gurl, Georgie, or Georgie Gurl.  I 

like to listen to music, watch tv, bob my head and dance. I like 

kids and interaction with people. I am a clown at times, hang-

ing upside down and playing dead. I love baths in bathroom 

sinks with a rag in bottom for my grip and water splashed on 

me lightly by hand.  I have been this way since i was a hatch-

ling with no feathers. I step up with light finger pressure and 

come with a large king size parrot cage fully equipped and an 

aviary carrier for trips to pet store and cage maintenance.  I 

need to find new home asap" 

http://photos.petfinder.com/photos/US/AK/AK27/23340104/AK27.23340104-1-x.jpg
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Reading Rendezvous in May 

   NUTS 2 U !!! 
Via Diamond Nut Company 

Low Prices/Bags or Loose! 
Call Michael at 315-5417 

wmichaelstanton@gmail.com 
 

Almonds or Brazils  

$1.70/pound 

Walnuts  

$1.50/pound 
 

$.25 of every pound 
donated to the Bird 

Club! 

 

Parrot Behavior 

Consultations 
 

Need help with any of the following? 
 

Aggression 

Excessive screaming 

Inappropriate vocalizations 

Feather Destructive Behaviors 

Diet 

Environmental Enrichment 
 

Contact Karen Webster  

to schedule your consultation today:  
 

929-BIRD (2473) or  

akpeac@gmail.com. 

 Reading Rendezvous is coming up on Saturday, May 18, from noon-4. If you - with or without your 
bird - would like to come by and represent the club, please contact Amber.  

 It will be held outside the Loussac library. The event is geared toward kids and there are booths (tents, 
really) with many diverse organizations representing education, learning, and reading.  Birds must be harnessed 
or caged if you bring them by. 

 The Alaska Bird Club mission is to provide education about parrots and pet birds.  We welcome you 
and your birds to many events throughout the year.  Contact the Club for more information. 

Sad Farewell to Liz Wilson, CVT and Parrot Champion 

 It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Liz Wilson, CVT, on April 13, 2013. Liz was 

highly respected in the avian community, wearing many hats: Vice President of Education of 

the Phoenix Landing Foundation, Certified Veterinary Technician (CVT), Parrot Behaviour 

Consultant, and not least, as an esteemed author of many books, articles and columns, most 

notably for Bird Talk magazine.  

 Ann Brooks of Phoenix Landing Foundation put it best: "Over the years I've met 

many people who had their views shaped by a simple truth spoken in raw honesty by Liz. 

Since she was dedicated to the life of the parrot, she was not patient with those who thought 

a situation was all about them, or that they did something right and the parrot did it wrong."  

 Our condolences to Liz's family. May her tireless efforts live on in those she inspired.  

mailto:akpeac@gmail.com
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Dr. Basler and Scott Hackenbruch 

to Speak at May Meeting 

Comfy Clawth 
Blankets for Birds 

See www.comfyclawth.com for Alaskan made 

bird blankets that can be used to train your 

parrot to be toweled in a safe and comfy  

environment. 

eblankets@comfyclawth.com 

 

 

Bird Toys Galore 

Cage Supplies  

Shower perches 

Cotton Boings and Perches 

(907) 868-8058  

 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 7th, at the usual location. This month, we have guests to 
talk about how your bird can effect YOUR health. Specifically, Dr. Basler from College Village has teamed up 
with Scott Hackenbruch, a (bird-owning) physician’s assistant, to talk to us about things like zoonotic diseases 
and the impact birds can have on your breathing.  

 Police in Brockville, Ontario, Canada, had every reason to fear someone was in distress when they 
heard what sounded like a woman’s screams coming from the intercom of an apartment building. But when 
they broke through the door, they found the perp was a parrot. 

 Somehow, the intercom of Mary Brown’s apartment become stuck in the ‘on’ position, and a passerby 
called police after hearing the parrot’s cries.  Brown, 30, a local nurse, had just gone to bed after a 12-hour 
shift, when police broke through the door. 

 “I came out of my bedroom, screaming like a banshee,” she said. 

 “The first thing they said was: ‘Oh, it’s the bird’ and sighed in relief. And I said: ‘Oh, it’s the police.’” 

 Given the wide range of sounds her parrot, Gobbler, can make, Brown says she doesn’t fault the offi-
cers for their actions.  “If I was the police officer, I would have probably used the same judgment,” added 
Brown. 

Strange Things Parrots Do 

 In Toungoo Township, Burma, organized gangs of local parrots in Pegu Division are leading sun-
flower farmers to despair. Farmers are arming themselves with catapults against the birds, which are attacking 
their crops and eating all the seeds. 

 “These parrots have come in flocks since the previous month and we are always guarding our planta-
tions with catapults,” said one of the farmers. It appears the pilfering parrots may have a coordinated plan of 
attack, sending out scouting parties. “Only one or two parrots come in the morning and afternoon. But they 
come in flocks in the evening,” he said. 

http://www.casperscloset.com/
http://www.alaskabirdclub.org/ci_main.shtml
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