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Patience and Enrichment by Garry J. Wallan
Way back in 1991, early in our heady, ignorant days of "you can breed parrots and
make a pile of cash!" we purchased a bonded pair of Blue-Front Amazons. It took
six years for the pair to finally get "in the mood" and they produced two wonderful
babies, one of which we kept and named Bluto.
Bluto grew up in the days before the concept of "environmental enrichment"
was widely known and practiced. He was well fed, visited the vet occasionally, had
friends to play with and generally well socialized, but there was still something
missing.
Zoom ahead to 2005. In the intervening years, we stopped breeding parrots
for sale and I was an active member of two local organizations who separately were
trying to educate parrot owners as well as find homes for unwanted parrots. I still
had my Blue-Front pair, wild and mean as ever, and they once again decided to
make babies after a long hiatus. Their nest box was such a standard part of their
cage; I rather forget it was there.
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October Bird Photo Contest
Does your bird say, “Cheese”?
Bring your best photos of your
feathered friends to the October 2nd
TABC meeting. David Jensen of
David Jensen Photography will be
there to share his expertise as petographer and judge.
Sharing pictures of our flocks
with other bird lovers is a great way to
show the love and pride in the birds
with whom we share our lives. Don’t
worry that your shots aren’t
“professional” enough. It doesn’t
really matter—the whole point is that
other folks owned by parrots will love
to see candid shots of your bird(s) in
action.

If you haven’t tried photographing your bird, viewing other photos will
give you ideas for your own “glamour”
photo session. Better yet, don’t be shy.
Grab your camera right now and start
snapping pictures. Try to capture something unique about your pet or pets that
you can point out to others and all sadly
shake your heads or share a hearty laugh.
As they say, a picture is worth a
thousand words.

Check out the Alaska
Bird Club’s Website!
Find out about our latest
Lost and Found birds,
our Adopt‐A‐Bird pro‐
gram and other articles
and videos. Advertise
your unwanted cages via
the newsletter and web‐
site! See what’s up and
coming and stay in
touch at
www.alaskabirdclub.org

Oh, and there will be prizes so get
snapping photos right away!
Dedicated to all the current and future bird
owners in Alaska.

Club Information
The Alaska Bird Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
incorporated in the State of Alaska.
It meets at 7:00PM on the first Tuesday of every
month at Serendipity Adult Day Services in
Anchorage. Location: 3550 East 20th Ave (off of
Northern Lights Blvd & Nichols St).

The mailing address is:

The Alaska Bird Club

P.O. Box 101825
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-1825
(907) 868-9070
President: Amber O’Neill
Vice President: Karen Medkeff
Secretary: Carrie Wallan
Treasurer: Jennifer Slaughter
Member-at-large: Herb Lewis
Sergeant-at-arms: Garry Wallan
President Emeritus: W. Michael Stanton
Membership Chair Person: Candi
Denton
Newsletter Editor: Lynne Bush
Adopt-a-Bird Chair Person: Open
Hospitality Chair Person: Open
Lost & Found: (907) 351-2762
E-mail the Alaska Bird Club at:
akbirdclub@yahoo.com
For newsletter or article information contact:
lynnebush@clearwire.net
Visit our website:
www.alaskabirdclub.org

We welcome any comments, articles or any ideas
for the club or the newsletter. Current issues and
extra copies of previous editions of The Alaska Bird
News are available at the monthly meetings.

Permission for the reproduction of any article
is granted to not-for-profit organizations only,
under the provision that the Alaska Bird News
and the author’s name are cited in full.

The Alaska Bird News is published by The Alaska Bird Club. The Alaska
Bird Club, its members, and directors are not responsible for any claims,
services, or information presented. The views and opinions are those of the
writers and do not necessarily reflect those of The Alaska Bird News.
The following locations have copies of our newsletter if you need extra. We
have also noted the clinics that have avian vets by the 3
ANCHORAGE
Alaska Mill & Feed
1501 E. 1st Avenue
(907) 276-6016
Alaska Pet-ography
9130 Elim Street
(907) 868-1680
Chester Valley Veterinary
1571 Muldoon Road
(907) 333-6591
College Village Animal Clinic 3
Dr’s Basler & Nicholson
2036 E. Northern Lights Boulevard
(907) 274-5623
Diamond Animal Hospital 3
Dr. Doty 24-Hour
(907) 562-8384
Hillside Pet Clinic 3
Dr. Bluestone
Dr. Fredrickson
2101 Abbott Road, Suite #1
(907) 344-7913

VCA Alpine Animal Hospital
12531 Old Seward Highway
(907) 345-1515
VCA E. Anch Animal Clinic
2639 Boniface Parkway
(907) 337-1561
EAGLE RIVER
Ravenwood Veterinary Clinic 3
Dr. Cuthbert
11525 Old Glenn Highway
(907) 694-9665
The Pet Zoo
12046 Business Boulevard
(907) 622-2966
WASILLA
All Creatures Veterinary Clinic
Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 376-6016
The Pet Zoo
1481 E. Parks Highway
(907) 357-7335

Petco
8621 Old Seward Highway
(907) 365-550
3090 Mountain View Drive
(907) 277-3826

Far Country Animal Hospital
2701 N. Liahona Drive
(907) 746-7297

Pet Emergency Treatment Center
2320 E. Dowling Road
(907) 274-5636

North Star Animal Hospital
840 S. Cobb Street
(907) 746-7387

The Pet Stop 3
Dr. Riley Wilson
1921 W. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 522-1006

Palmer Veterinary Clinic
Mi 39 Glenn Highway
(907) 745-3219

The Pet Zoo
901 E. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 3442966
VCA Alaska Pet Care
3900 Lake Otis Parkway
(907) 562-PETS (7387)
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PALMER

The Pet Zoo
10201 E. Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 746-0056
FAIRBANKS
Mt. MKinley Animal Hospital
800 College Road
(907) 452-6104

The President’s Perch by Amber O’Neill
I sure do love birds! Parrots in particular, in my case. Each one has its own unique set of personality
traits, sense of humor, sweet disposition or cranky attitude. It is so easy to see the appeal in every single bird I
come across.Which is why I have set my limit at two birds owned (and a few
fostered from time to time).
There are many birds to help, to work with, to love. It's easy to take
them in, and then maybe one more, and just this extra one... and on and on.
When does a person realize he or she has a problem? At what point
does one have "too many birds?" In the past year, I can think of three cases that
have needed outside involvement because someone (usually well-intentioned)
thought he or she could care for more birds than perhaps he or she really could.
In one case, it took a seizure by Anchorage Animal Care and Control to remove dozens of parrots from a bad situation.
It's good once in a while to take stock of your flock: do you have a contingency plan? What if you lose your livelihood, or, God forbid, your life?
What will happen to your birds? In a disaster such as earthquake or fire, could you evacuate everyone safely?
Can you afford vet care if you have an illness outbreak? Are your birds getting the attention they deserve, and
are you able to feed and clean up after them without feeling completely overwhelmed?
(Continued on page 7)

Patience and Enrichment, continued
(Continued from page 1)

Four babies later, I was on a mission.
I applied everything I had learned
about enriching their environment and
early development. The result was a flock
of four siblings (three males, one female)
who were dynamic, opinionated, vocal,
interactive, hand-friendly, nimble, independent and curious about new toys and
new foods. They had little interest in my
language and assumed I would learn
theirs (I have in a primitive, caveman sort
of way). Bluto, the eldest sibling, was
scared of all four of the new birds. For
years, he was bullied and victimized by
the Gang of Four. Often, he sat alone,
away from the green maelstrom of relatives.
Gang of Four—Google, Gingko, Guapo, Grace
Over time, Bluto became less afraid
(Editors note: Wing feathers are trimmed to prevent flight)
and joined in morning vocalizations.
This last spring, he started initiating the morning calls and competed with his louder siblings. Over the course
of the last few months, one of the Gang of Four, a male named Google who looks the most like Bluto, started
(Continued on page 7)
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NUTS 2 U !!!
Parrot Behavior
Consultations

Via Diamond Nut Company
Low Prices/Bags or Loose!
Almonds or Brazils
$1.70/pound
Walnuts
$1.50/pound
Call Michael 315-5417
wmichaelstanton@gmail.com
$.25 of every pound donated to
the Bird Club!

Need help with any of the following?
Aggression
Excessive screaming
Inappropriate vocalizations
Feather Destructive Behaviors
Diet
Environmental Enrichment

Comfy Clawth
Contact Karen Webster
to schedule your consultation today:

Blankets for Birds
See www.comfyclawth.com for Alaskan made
bird blankets that can be used to train your
parrot to be toweled in a safe and comfy environment.

929-BIRD (2473) or
akpeac@gmail.com.

birdieblankets@comfyclawth.com
Bird Toys Galore
Cage Supplies
Shower perches
Cotton Boings and Perches

P E A C
(Parrot Education & Adoption Center)
www.akpeac.org
929-BIRD

(907) 868-8058

Printing services for this newsletter
generously donated by:

Konica Minolta
Business Solutions, Inc. USA
Bizhub Copiers

Does your bird have that special something?
That je ne sais quoi? We are always looking
for a Bird‐of‐the‐Month! Sign up now!

907.276.6360
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The Alaska Bird Club memberships run January 1st to December 31st.
It’s a fantastic way to connect and network with other people like you…

...proud slaves to our feathered friends.!!!
And we need you, it’s as simple as that! See our website for more information and a
membership application form: www.alaskabirdclub.org

Adoptable Birds

ʺLIKEʺ us on Facebook!

Monu
Male cockatiel, age unknown
Read more on Monu’s Petfinder page
at www.petfinder.com
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The Alaska Bird Club has a Facebook
page. Itʹs a great way to share timely
info, helpful tips, cute stories, pictures,
videos, and happenings that are of inter‐
est to the companion bird community.
You must have a Facebook account to
participate. Simply search for ʺThe
Alaska Bird Club,ʺ or click over from
the button on our website at
www.alaskabirdclub.org

Birds Available for Adoption, continued...
Scooter

Remington Steele & Limon

Male Sun Conure, 3-4 years old

Two male (?) Budgerigars, age unknown
Read more about Remington and Limon at their
Petfinder link:
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/23340104

Read more about him at his Petfinder
page: http://www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/23619939

Co-Co

Juno

18-year old female Blue-Crowned
Conure
Read more about Co-Co at her Petfinder link: http://
www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/23083276

Male young White-Bellied Caique.
Read more about Juno at his Petfinder link:
http://www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/23552653

Finches

Oliver and Charlie

Two male Finches, age unknown. No
photo available.
Please read more about these finches at
their Petfinder link: http://
www.petfinder.com/petdetail/23545914

Young male Cockatiels
Read more about them at their
Petfinder link: http://
www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/23545905

Sunny

Sonu

Female Blue-Fronted Amazon
Read more about Sunny at her
Petfinder link: http://

Female Green-Cheeked Conure,
7 years old
Read more about Sonu at
www.petfinder.com

www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/23545907

Zeus

Toby

Male African Grey, approximately 11 years old

Female Red-Lored Amazon, 27-years old

Read more about Zeus at
www.petfinder.com.

Read more about Toby at
www.petfinder.com.
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President’s Perch, continued from Page 3...
(Continued from page 3)

For some people, the answer is no. For some people, it means help from others. This is one of the roles
the Alaska Bird Club assumes; we do our best to help in an emergency situation. We may be able to find
homes for birds that suddenly find themselves without one, or might have some donated food to provide for a
person who needs help, and we certainly try to physically aid a bird owner who may be injured or ill and can't
care for a number of birds.But please stop to think about this: if something were to happen to you, are your
birds manageable? Consider this each time you decide to add to your flock. And it doesn't hurt to spell out
somewhere just what you want to happen to your companion birds should they lose you.

Patience and Enrichment, continued...
(Continued from page 3)

to protect his older brother from the overbearing actions of the other birds. I could
often find them sitting near each other, away
from the other Amazons.
Last night, Bluto – head spiky with
new feathers -- walked over to Google and
offered his head for preening, and Google
obliged. For the first time ever, Bluto was
behaving like a flock member, like an Amazon.
The allopreening went on for an extended
time, with breaks for self-preening.
I watched it all through sideways
and stolen glances, not wanting to break the
magic of the moment, and especially not
Bluto
wanting Bluto to feel self-conscious about his actions.
It takes time for parrot behaviors to change,
(Editors note: Wings feathers are clipped to
and Bluto has had seven years to watch his brothers
prevent flight)
and sister behave like a flock of boisterous Amazons.
It makes me happy to see the concept of mentoring
(or as I call it, the "tutor-bird") benefit a little Amazon who, through no fault of his own, had a stunted part of his personality. I look forward to his journey down
the path of learning how to be a Blue-Front Amazon parrot.
If you are interested in adopting a bird, please visit the TABC website for more details at www.akbirdclub.org or send us an
e-mail at akbirdclub@club@yahoo.com. For the most up-to-date list of adoptable birds in your area, check Petfinder at
http://www.petfinder.com/breeds/Bird
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More Alaska Style from David Jensen Photography
Visit David’s website at: www.alaskaportraits.com
9130 Elim Street Anchorage AK 99507
(907) 868-1680 Office (907) 341-1030 Fax

Photo Blog
Monthly Web Specials
New Portrait Galleries
New Wedding Galleries
Meet the personalities behind the cameras!
Tour our Studio
Meet the Paparazzi
See the Jensen Zoo
Catch David in action.
David Jensen has been the Alaska Bird Club volunteer judge for our photography contest for six
years now.

The Alaska Bird Club
P.O. Box 101825
Anchorage, Alaska
95510-1825

Place
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Here
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