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June 2nd Meeting
Member of our club, Kassandra Lewis, will share her knowledge and information about providing our birds with entertainment, enriching their habitats, and
keeping them happy through changes you can make with objects you have around
your home. Join us to learn about Frugal Foraging.

Upcoming Events
Come Out to Support TABC
The annual TABC Potluck Picnic
will be on June 27th. It will be at the
Abbott Loop Park Community Shelter
from 11:00AM to 3:00PM. The address
of the park is 8101 Elmore Road in Anchorage.
The Club will provide burgers,
hot dogs, buns, and condiments. It’s a
potluck and it’s always amazing to see
what members bring to the party.
Please, join us for food and fun.
***
Details haven’t been firmed up
for the Dog Jog, yet, but the Bird Club
will be there with birds and educational
material to share. The date is July 25th
and members are always encouraged to
help at our booth.
***
There will be NO MEETING in
JULY.
***

As part of our
outreach and educational
program, the Alaska Bird
Club is often present at various events
around Anchorage and sometimes
even further afield. In May, members
attended the Reading Rendezvous at
the Loussac Library and International
Migratory Bird Day at the Alaska Zoo.
Our outreach program is designed to introduce the public to parrots and pet birds in an informative
and entertaining manner. By providing pages with depictions of birds and
crayons, we reach out to younger people. The coloring pages are always
popular and it gives the Bird Club
members the opportunity to slip in
some education with the fun. Parents
often linger, too, and we engage them
in conversations about keeping birds as
pets and the pleasure that we get in the
company of our feathered friends.
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Check out the Alaska
Bird Club’s Website!
Find out about our
latest Lost and Found
birds, our Adopt-ABird program and
other articles and videos. See what’s up
and coming and stay
in touch at
www.alaskabirdclub.org

Club Information
The Alaska Bird Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
incorporated in the State of Alaska.
It meets at 7:00PM on the first Tuesday of every
month at Serendipity Adult Day Services in
Anchorage. Location: 3550 East 20th Ave (off of
Northern Lights Blvd & Nichols St).

The mailing address is:

The Alaska Bird Club

P.O. Box 101825
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-1825
(907) 868-9070
President: Garry Wallan
Vice President: Amber O’Neill
Secretary: Carrie Wallan
Treasurer: Jennifer Slaughter
Member-at-large: Herb Lewis
Sergeant-at-arms: David Briggs
Newsletter Editor: Lynne Bush
Adopt-a-Bird Chairperson:
Open
Lost & Found: (907) 351-2762
E-mail the Alaska Bird Club at:
akbirdclub@yahoo.com
For newsletter or article information contact:

lynnebush@clearwire.net
Visit our website:

www.alaskabirdclub.org
We welcome any comments, articles or any ideas
for the club or the newsletter. Current issues
and extra copies of previous editions of
The Alaska Bird News are available at the monthly
meetings.
Dedicated to all the current and future bird
owners in Alaska.

Permission for the reproduction of any article
is granted to not-for-profit organizations only,
under the provision that the Alaska Bird News
and the author’s name are cited in full.

The Alaska Bird News is published by The Alaska Bird Club. The Alaska
Bird Club, its members, and directors are not responsible for any claims,
services, or information presented. The views and opinions are those of the
writers and do not necessarily reflect those of The Alaska Bird News.
The following locations have copies of our newsletter if you need extra. We
have also noted the clinics that have avian vets by the 
ANCHORAGE
Alaska Mill & Feed
1501 E. 1st Avenue
(907) 276-6016
Alaska Pet-ography
9130 Elim Street
(907) 868-1680
Chester Valley Veterinary
1571 Muldoon Road
(907) 333-6591
College Village Animal Clinic 
Dr’s Basler & Nicholson
2036 E. Northern Lights Boulevard
(907) 274-5623
Diamond Animal Hospital 
Dr. Doty 24-Hour
(907) 562-8384
Hillside Pet Clinic 
Dr. Bluestone
Dr. Fredrickson
2011 Abbott Road, Suite B
(907) 344-7913

VCA Alpine Animal Hospital
12531 Old Seward Highway
(907) 345-1515
VCA E. Anch Animal Clinic
2639 Boniface Parkway
(907) 337-1561
EAGLE RIVER
Ravenwood Veterinary Clinic 
Dr. Hass
16743 Coronado Road
(907) 694-9665
The Pet Zoo
12046 Business Boulevard
(907) 622-2966
WASILLA
All Creatures Veterinary Clinic
Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 376-6016
The Pet Zoo
1481 E. Parks Highway
(907) 357-7335

Petco
8621 Old Seward Highway
(907) 365-550
3090 Mountain View Drive
(907) 277-3826

Far Country Animal Hospital
2701 N. Liahona Drive
(907) 746-7297

Pet Emergency Treatment Center
2320 E. Dowling Road
(907) 274-5636

North Star Animal Hospital
840 S. Cobb Street
(907) 746-7387

The Pet Stop 
Dr. Riley Wilson
1921 W. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 522-1006

Palmer Veterinary Clinic
Mi 39 Glenn Highway
(907) 745-3219

The Pet Zoo
901 E. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 3442966
VCA Alaska Pet Care
3900 Lake Otis Parkway
(907) 562-PETS (7387)

2

PALMER

The Pet Zoo
10201 E. Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 746-0056
FAIRBANKS
Mt. MKinley Animal Hospital
800 College Road
(907) 452-6104

President’s Perch by Garry Wallan
“My bird plucks. It drives me crazy! It worries
me! What should I do?”
I have heard variations on this theme many
times over the years. Plucking is a complex behavior
with many triggers. Sometimes it is easy to fix. Other
times, you just have to learn to live with a FunnyLooking Bird (FLB).
Space does not allow me to go deeply into this,
but I’ll try to hit the main points:
1) If your bird is plucking, get the plucker to a
vet for a checkup. There are medical conditions that can
bring about plucking behavior and you need to rule
those out first.
2) If the vet says the bird is OK, then you need
to consider issues in the home that might be causing a
problem. It could be that there is something in the air
that is contaminating the feathers (air fresheners, Glade
plug-ins, scented candles, potpourri, and so on). If you are using a product to make the air smell good, STOP
DOING THAT. Does anyone smoke in the home? Cooking smoke and oils can be a problem as well.
Along with this, DO NOT use spray-on anti-pluck remedies. Anything artificially added to feathers to
stop plucking may actually make the problem worse. A parrot's feathers are their insulation, their body armor,
and their escape mechanism. They spend a large part of their day preening their feathers, keeping them clean
and in good condition. If you add a foreign material to the feathers, the bird may preen more, trying to make
the contamination go away. This can lead to plucking, or make an existing problem worse.
3) Emotional issues can lead to plucking behaviors. Have you moved furniture, the bird's cage, painted
the walls, or otherwise changed the world around your bird? Is the bird caged in front of a window? If so,
move the cage. Has there been family drama recently, scary drama, or even good-natured kid-related noise and
craziness?
4) Do you react and get all upset when your bird plucks? The bird may be plucking because it has
learned it can make you an entertaining crazy person when it yanks on feathers. Don't react. Give zero drama
reward to unwanted behavior. It will take many months of consistent behavior on your part to extinguish
drama-reward-related bird behavior.
Plucking is a behavior with multiple causes. What I mentioned above just skims the surface. Start with
the veterinarian and work from there. Take your time, be consistent, and love your partially-feathered buddy
unconditionally anyway.
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Thank you to any and all who offered a charitable contribution to
The Alaska Bird Club through
Pick. Click. Give.
Your thoughtfulness is appreciated!

Birds Available for Adoption
See www.petfinder.com for details
Flock of Budgerigars
For more information,
read about them on the Petfinder website.
Here is the link:
https://www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/31899196/

Yellow-Cheeked Amazon
2T
2T is 18 years old and is a darling, cherished bird whose owner
must give him up for health reasons.
See the Petfinder advertisement for more details: https://
www.petfinder.com/
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Birds Available for Adoption, continued...
I need to find a home for my feathered friend, Alfred. He’s a sassy, talkative Green-Cheek
Conure that is very active and loves to dance when he’s not being a mischief maker. He is a very
friendly and engaging bird! I love him to death and we are very close but he’s developed an unfortunate screeching habit that is driving my roommate crazy and is forcing my hand into finding him
a new home. He seems to only do it when I’m absent; if I leave the room he’ll chatter very loudly
before going into full on screeching until I return, which I’ve been able to curb somewhat lately.
Unfortunately, when I leave the house he will scream nonstop until I return. I am left with the
painful decision of rehoming Alfred or making my
roommate hate me.
He loves to dance and will do it with very
little provocation, and talks quite a bit more than I
expected him to, though a lot of it is just very
quiet chatter. He is currently on a mixed seed/
pellet/nut diet with a lot of fresh fruits and veggies. His absolute favorite foods are broccoli, bananas, apples, popcorn, and cheerios when he’s
sneaky enough to steal them from my bowl. I
give him a big bowl of cold water (he seems to prefer it cold) every day to bathe in but he generally bathes himself 1-3 times a week, and he loves to
splash and shake water all over when he does. I’ve also trained him to step up, but besides that
and curbing the really bad biting problem he had when I first got him (he drew a lot of blood then),
that’s all the training he has.

Jack
Jenday Conure!
His relinquishing owner is
joining the army
and will have to
leave Jack behind.
Jack is two
years old and has a
sweet disposition,
but is an aratinga
conure and therefore quite loud and
squeaky! He comes
with a medium-size
cage.
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Next Meeting: Tuesday August 4th at 7:00PM
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