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London, UK —A woman was attacked while out walking with her African Grey,
Wunsy, when she was shoved from behind. Wunsy, on a leash, flapped his wings
and screeched loudly, attracting attention of passersby and frightening off the attacker. Saved by the parrot.
Greater Manchester, UK—Ruby, an African Grey, was relieved of her duty as resi(Continued on page 3)

Ways to Donate to the Club
—

Fred Meyer allows their customers

who have personal Rewards cards to link
their card with a qualifying community
group. Sign up for the Community
Rewards Program by linking your Fred
Meyer Rewards Card to the Alaska Bird
Club at http://fredmeyer.com/
communityrewards. You can search for
us by our name or by our non-profit
number 80283.
Every time
you shop and
use your Rewards Card,
you help The
Alaska Bird Club earn a donation. You
still earn Rewards Points, Fuel Points,
and Rebates, just as you do today.
— From now until the end of August, you can donate a portion of your

Permanent Fund Dividend to one or
more Alaskan non-profit organizations.
If you signed up on-line, you are
probably
already
aware of
this program. If you wish to participate, go to
the PFD website at
http://www.pickclickgive.org where
you will be guided through the process of donating any amount you
choose to a worthwhile program.
— Amazon Smile is a program
that allows buyers to make a small donation to TABC at checkout. You
have to use the Smile page and designate the club as your chosen beneficiary. Learn more at
http://smile.amazon.com/about
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Check out the Alaska
Bird Club’s Website!
Find out about our
latest Lost and Found
birds, our Adopt-ABird program and
other articles and videos. See what’s up
and coming and stay
in touch at
www.alaskabirdclub.org

Club Information
The Alaska Bird Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
incorporated in the State of Alaska.
It meets at 7:00PM on the first Tuesday of every
month at Serendipity Adult Day Services in
Anchorage. Location: 3550 East 20th Ave (off of
Northern Lights Blvd & Nichols St).

The mailing address is:

The Alaska Bird Club

P.O. Box 101825
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-1825
(907) 868-9070
President: Garry Wallan
Vice President: Karen Medkeff
Secretary: Carrie Wallan
Treasurer: Jennifer Slaughter
Member-at-large: Herb Lewis
Sergeant-at-arms: David Briggs
Newsletter Editor: Lynne Bush
Adopt-a-Bird Chairperson:
Carrie Wallan
Lost & Found: (907) 351-2762
E-mail the Alaska Bird Club at:
akbirdclub@yahoo.com
For newsletter or article information contact:

lynnebush@clearwire.net
Visit our website:

www.alaskabirdclub.org
We welcome any comments, articles or any ideas
for the club or the newsletter. Current issues
and extra copies of previous editions of
The Alaska Bird News are available at the monthly
meetings.
Dedicated to all the current and future bird
owners in Alaska.

Permission for the reproduction of any article
is granted to not-for-profit organizations only,
under the provision that the Alaska Bird News
and the author’s name are cited in full.

The Alaska Bird News is published by The Alaska Bird Club. The Alaska
Bird Club, its members, and directors are not responsible for any claims,
services, or information presented. The views and opinions are those of the
writers and do not necessarily reflect those of The Alaska Bird News.
The following locations have copies of our newsletter if you need extra. We
have also noted the clinics that have avian vets by the 
ANCHORAGE
Alaska Mill & Feed
1501 E. 1st Avenue
(907) 276-6016
Alaska Pet-ography
9130 Elim Street
(907) 868-1680
Chester Valley Veterinary
1571 Muldoon Road
(907) 333-6591
College Village Animal Clinic 
Dr’s Basler & Nicholson
2036 E. Northern Lights Boulevard
(907) 274-5623
Diamond Animal Hospital 
Dr. Doty 24-Hour
(907) 562-8384
Hillside Pet Clinic 
Dr. Bluestone
Dr. Fredrickson
2101 Abbott Road, Suite #1
(907) 344-7913

VCA Alpine Animal Hospital
12531 Old Seward Highway
(907) 345-1515
VCA E. Anch Animal Clinic
2639 Boniface Parkway
(907) 337-1561
EAGLE RIVER
Ravenwood Veterinary Clinic 
Dr. Cuthbert
11525 Old Glenn Highway
(907) 694-9665
The Pet Zoo
12046 Business Boulevard
(907) 622-2966
WASILLA
All Creatures Veterinary Clinic
Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 376-6016
The Pet Zoo
1481 E. Parks Highway
(907) 357-7335

Petco
8621 Old Seward Highway
(907) 365-550
3090 Mountain View Drive
(907) 277-3826

Far Country Animal Hospital
2701 N. Liahona Drive
(907) 746-7297

Pet Emergency Treatment Center
2320 E. Dowling Road
(907) 274-5636

North Star Animal Hospital
840 S. Cobb Street
(907) 746-7387

The Pet Stop 
Dr. Riley Wilson
1921 W. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 522-1006

Palmer Veterinary Clinic
Mi 39 Glenn Highway
(907) 745-3219

The Pet Zoo
901 E. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 3442966
VCA Alaska Pet Care
3900 Lake Otis Parkway
(907) 562-PETS (7387)

2

PALMER

The Pet Zoo
10201 E. Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 746-0056
FAIRBANKS
Mt. MKinley Animal Hospital
800 College Road
(907) 452-6104

President’s Perch by Garry Wallan
It’s springtime in Alaska and we are entering that accelerated period of time
from May through August where abundant sunlight and (usually) warmer temperatures invite us to throw open the windows and doors, and spend more time
outside. As parrot people, this presents a potential safety issue, one that skirts
the occasionally touchy issue of parrot wing trimming.
For those who allow your parrots to remain fully-fledged (flight-capable)
now is the time of year to be extra diligent in your practices of keeping windows screened and doors closed when your favorite feathered master is out of
their cage. A healthy, fully-feathered bird can zoom to the Great Outdoors in a
flash, and then instinct takes over.
For those for whom wing trimming is an essential part of their safety and
behavior modification program, remember that feathers grow back, and it only takes one or two new primary
feathers to allow flight, especially in smaller birds, such as budgies or cockatiels, or heavier birds on windy
days. Check those feathers often and do follow-up trims as needed. Your avian veterinarian can help with this,
and The Alaska Bird Club has members who can assist by teaching you how to trim wing feathers, or by helping you with the process.
For both camps, if your parrot becomes a sky pirate, exploring the wonders of Alaska, The Alaska Bird
Club can offer help. Our Lost/Found Rescue Committee can provide advice about what to do to maximize the
chances of recovering your feathered friend, and in some cases, can help with their location and safe recovery.
If you have a fly-away parrot, visit our web site at http://www.alaskabirdclub.org, or call (907) 351-2762.

Bird Notes
dent parrot of a gardening store because of her very foul language. The owners hope to re-educate her so she
can return to work.
Venezuela - Recent research into whether animals name their young suggests that some species do. Horses
seem to recognize each other by sight and sound, for example. Dogs respond to their names they’re given, but
don’t seem to apply names to other dogs or humans. Green-rumped Parrotlets seem to name their own
young, or at least one researcher, Karl Berg, believes. He built parrot nests on his ranch and filmed them to
see how they interact. After listening to them over time, he has identified the little nestlings using very specific
peeps to identify themselves to others. Not only that, they learn the peeping "names" of their parents, brothers,
sisters, and use them in conversation.
Boston, USA—A psychology grad student at Harvard, Adena Shachner, gathered 5,000 YouTube video clips
of different animals (very different — horses, cats, albatrosses, chimps, orangutans, etc.), all seeming to dance.
Using analytical tools, she was able to eliminate nonmusical, autonomic and overly trained contestants. In the
end, she reduced the field to 39 animals who seemed to be spontaneously moving to a beat. Twenty-nine of
them were parrots. Fourteen different species of parrot produced real dancers. All the rest (the remaining four)
were Asian elephants.
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Thank you to any and all who offered
a charitable contribution to The
Alaska Bird Club through
Pick. Click. Give.

Your thoughtfulness is appreciated!
Birds Available for Adoption
See www.petfinder.com for details
Sarge is a DNA sexed female Senegal parrot hatched on 6/01/08. She was purchased from PETCO about 4 months after she was weaned and she has had the same

owner since. She has been to the vet for well bird exams several times and has had
bloodwork in the recent past (normal results) and she has no health/behavioral issues (feather plucking etc). Her leg band has been removed and she has an AVID
microchip.
Sarge has been on Zupreem natural pellets and occasional fresh vegetables and
fruit since she was weaned. Her favorite veggies are red bell peppers, carrots, and
peas. She enjoys bananas and slivered almonds as treats. Sarge can be rather talkative and greats most people with a "Hi"
when they enter the room. She makes several interesting noises and mimics a few household appliances as well as a persons sneeze. Sarge has been housed in the same room as a Sun Conure for most of her life. She does not get along with
him.

Chic Chic
Scarlet Macaw
Chic Chic is a close to 30-year-old, pretty mellow, scarlet macaw. She has
a small, clear vocabulary. Chic Chic "dances" to music with a good beat,
and a lot of the time displays rhythm, too! She started plucking her chest at
about 10 when her first owners separated her from and then sold her
“mate.” (They thought both were boys at the time.) She is pretty much
bald-chested, full-time. She lived with her new scarlet buddy, until his
death 9 years ago. If not another macaw buddy, then she primarily prefers
male humans, but occasionally feels a female is acceptable. Thought the
best placement would be with another “buddy” macaw, but she might potentially be a pet bird again with the right person, (most likely a man,) and
a lot of work. Although she is well cared for, she lives a pretty boring life,
as she doesn't play much with toys, chew much, or connect with other non
-macaw parrots. For more information about her, contact 696-6800.
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Birds Available for Adoption, continued...
"Sol is a 4 year old DNA sexed female Jenday Conure.

Mango is a 3 year old Sun conure, gender not confirmed (I
call Mango a he). I would really like to be able to find them
a home together, where there are no other pets in the house.
I have 2 cats and 2 dogs and the additional noise/activity has
caused them a lot of stress. I think they would do a lot better
in a setting where they are the center of attention as they
really enjoy human interaction. They are very active and vocal
birds, but are usually fairly quiet if the are outside of their
cage and their people are in the same room as them. The will
make a lot of noise when anyone comes home or when there
are new people around. They can take some time to warm up
to a new person, but once they get used to them, they are
very nice and will want to spend a lot of time on shoulders
"Paco the cockatiel is an amazing singer and
enjoys a good chuckle but because of financial
problems and having to work more we have
been unable to help him further with his behavior problems. He
has come a long way
and now will sit on
your finger if he wants
to and sings. He has
only one physical injury
due to the abuse. He is
missing a toe but it
does not affect him in
his daily activities and he walks
and sits just fine."

Henry and Two-Toes are a bonded pair of Timneh African
Grey parrots. They are not super-friendly to humans but
may be worked with in that area. To learn more or meet
them, you would need to talk to the relinquishing owner.
They need a new home due to a death in the family, and
they may not be separated.

Sherbert is a DNA sexed male Sun Conure. He was hatched
on 12/11/07. He was purchased from PETCO after he was
weaned and has had the same owner since. He has been to the
vet for well bird exams several times and has had bloodwork
in the recent past (normal results) and he has no health/
behavioral issues (feather plucking etc). His leg band has been
removed and he has an AVID microchip.
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