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| told everyone | was a package deal with no room for negotiation. My en- Alaska Bound 1

tire relocation to Alaska hinged on the welfare of my seven birds. Despite the eff

of friends and family who kindly recommended a million relocation scenarios, |

only saw two options: | would arrive in Alaska with seven birds in hand or I woult ~,b Information 2

decline my job offer and relocation efforts would cease. Fortunately, it all worked
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The journey to Alaska began six months prior to my anticipated job start

date. Immediately after the tentative acceptance of my job offer, an endless serie

guestions drifted through my mind. Are there veterinarians who specialize in avie Bird of the Month 3

medicine? What are my travel options with birds to Alaska? Will | have to specia
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will I keep the birds warm during their journey? Gradually, as | was able to answ

these questions, | became more convinced Alaska would become my new hc P' k
The first choice was to decide on the mode of transportation from Balti IC .

Guest Speaker 1

Mitred Conures 3

more, Maryland to Anchorage, Alaska. After hours of research, flying on Alas CIiCk I/ A

\
Airlines with my flock as cargn was the most efficient, economical, and safes ..:{.:::El
travel plan. Since my birds were of small size and some could travel in one ci G‘ 30.3.0:00.‘
together, | booked four seats and brought four carriers. |Ve. '0:0.'.0'.'|'
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still many fine details to accomplish with only one goal in mind now; make it ii :'.::0/.,.

possible to be turned away at the airline ticket counter or security gate. PickClickGive.org
(Continued on page

Check out the Alaska

Mr. Whitekeys to Talk about Wild Birds | UEW" OUEZ Qw6 |

Find out about our latest

Lost and Found birds,
our Adopt-A-Bird pro-
gram and other articles
EOQEwWYDEI OUB ww2i

Most Alaskans are familiar with Did you know he is also president
Mr. Whitekeys, the colorful local celek of the Anchorage Audubon Society?
rity who has for decades lampooned ¢ That's right, Mr. Whitekeys is a bird nerd
things Alaskan with his revues like Th Since many of us share an intereg
Whale Fat Follies and Springtime in in our pet birds' wild cousins, he will be | UP and coming and stay
Spenard. He also does a weekly seg- at our March % meeting to tell us about in touch at
ment on KTUU news. Anchorage Audubon. www.alaskabirdclub.org
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2036 E. Northern Lights Boulevard

Pet Emergency Treatment Center

name

The following locations have copies of our newsletter if you need extra. We

have also noted the clinics that have avian vets By the

ANCHORAGE VCA Alpine Animal Hospital

12531 Old Seward Highway
Alaska Mill & Feed (907) 345-1515
1501 E. 1st Avenue

(907) 276-6016 VCA E. Anch Animal Clinic

2639 Boniface Parkway

Dr. Cuthbert
11525 Old Glenn Highway
(907) 694-9665

Ni chol s@petzoo

12046 Business Boulevard
(907) 622-2966

(907) 333-6591

College Village Animal Clinic P
Drés Basler &

(907) 274-5623

Diamond Animal Hospital P
Dr. Doty 24 -Hour
(907) 562-8384

WASILLA

All Creatures Veterinary Clinic
Mi 7.4 Palmer -Wasilla Highway
(907) 376-6016

Hillside Pet Clinic P
Dr. Bluestone
Dr. Fredrickson
2101 Abbott Road, Suite #1
(907) 344-7913

The Pet Zoo
1481 E. Parks Highway
(907) 357-7335

Petco
8621 Old Seward Highway
(907) 365-550
3090 Mountain View Drive
(907) 277-3826

PALMER

Far Country Animal Hospital
2701 N. Liahona Drive
(907) 746-7297

North Star Animal Hospital
840 S. Cobb Street
(907) 746-7387

2320 E. Dowling Road
(907) 274-5636

The Pet Stop P

. X Palmer Veterinary Clinic
Dr. Riley Wilson

Mi 39 Glenn Highway

(907) 522-1006 (907) 745-3219

The Pet Zoo
10201 E. Palmer -Wasilla Highway
(907) 746-0056

The Pet Zoo
901 E. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 3442966

VCA Alaska Pet Care FAIRBANKS
3900 Lake Otis Parkway

Mt. MKinley Animal Hospital
(907) 562-PETS (7387)

800 College Road

ﬁ907) 452-6104
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Wanna know my favoritevay to getlearn more about pet birds? You
know, different species and individual temperaments? How my little pionus's I'm
not-amorningpersonnasty attitude stacks up to, say, that of a cockatoo? - hird
sit. OJT, baby! On the job training.

One of the nice things about having a network/fellowship/support graup
such as the Alaska Bird Club is that we have an immediately avgilabje
of friends who understand us and can help with our birds. | have had the pleasure
of being charmed by unbearably adorable and sweet lovebirds, intimidated by ma-
caws with beaks the size of entire lovebirds and amused and assaulted (at the sar
time!) by quakers. I've been regurgitated on, bitten by, and spokesotaetimes

: in another language by guests to my house. In fact, | keep a "guest condo” in my
living room: a cage into which most meditsize birds will fit nicely for a "vacation at Amber's house
YAAAY!"

In this way | have expanded my experience, knowledge, and comfort level with many types of parrots.
| got a good handle on which ones work in my household, and which ones it may be best not to have pver
again even for one day, as much as | love to visit them at their own homes.

Talk to others. Trade birditting services. That way we know our birds are being cared for by "bird
people,” and we have a little more freedom to plan that trip to warmer climes wstrtenhcingur feathered
ones to span of time in a boarding facility. It also shakes up the tordsies, which can be a really good
thing. Visit each other's house loave play dates ahead of time to make sure you're comfortable with one an-
other.Just make sure you and the person you're exchanging with have similar levels ofafitagse
guarantine and sanitation... and realize that your African Grey may learn to perfectly mimic that cockatiel or ¢
conure screech, only five timlesider, and need to be g@ogrammed. Not that | would know anything about
this.

Reflections on Mitred Conures by Marcy Gentemann

After owning parakeets and cockatiels foring amounts of red to the face and thighs. They have
years, we decided to go a step further and ac- relatively conspicuous bare white-eygs and heavy,
guired a mitred conure. She was young, handfeg@ale bonecolored bills. (Taken from Avian Web.)
captive breed, and a pure joy. | do recommend We did try a breeding pair and they became
this species as long as you start with them at a known as the velociraptors because they attacked anything
young age. They are clowns, mini macaws and that came near their cage. They were lucky sometimes to
very wonderful companions. Max traveled the even be fed. However, most mitreds are protective of
world with us going to England, Germany, their territory and will become agitated.
France, all over the United States and even drove We have a conure named Gumbo, who some-
the AlCan with us when we moved to Alaska.  times is threatened with becoming just that. Out of his
She was the entertainment for the border guardscage, he is sweet, loving, playful, and curious. He doesn't
and customs everywhere we went. Unfortunatel¥eem to be afraid of anything and has proven it on many
she did pass away and left a hole in our hearts. occasions. He enjoys interacting with the greys.

The Mitred Conure is a relatively long Back to Max, she was so bonded to us that she
tailed species with a total length of 13 to 15 inchever left our presence if she could help it. She slept

(34 to 38 cm). They are amongst the most beauwith our son, did his homework with him, laid on his
tiful conures. Adults are mainly green with vary- (Continued on page
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Birds Available for Adoption
Twelve Finches
: CF " | " A local school has a bookcasige cage full of zebra finches. The whole
TIT flock needs to be relinquished due to allergies in the school.
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/24749430

Casear

OrangeWinged Amazon in Anchorage
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/24886021

( ZuPreem’)
FruitBlend Flavor Has A Brand New Look!

S u Z I e Fresh new packaging. Same great formula.

View your bird's new bag and get more information at ZuPreem.com/fresh.

Female Blue Front Amazon in Fairbank

[7)

Find FruitBlend
Flavor in new
white bags on
shelves at your
pet store today!

www.petfinder.com

1-800-345-4767

Look for healthy,
- beautiful birds

Look for the

+ window



http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/25024904?printer_friendly=1

Birds Available for Adoption, continued...

Caesar

Male Double Yellow Amazon in Fairbanks

www.petfinder.com

Sunshine

Sunshine is a sun conure. Her leg band indicates that she hatched in 2001. She is a
little bossy but loveable when she warms up to the right person,. Sunshine definitely
prefers women to men. She was treated badly by a man, and exhibits aggressive to-
ward them. She can be a little jumpy and nippy, so would probably do well in a
home without small children. As with most sun conures, Sunshine has a healthy set
of lungs on her and squawks loudly and insistently. She is on ZuPreem Fruit Blend
pellets, safflower seed, and some people foods.

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/24339086

Buttons

Buttons, a male African grey, is 21 years old and was born in Anchorage in the
1991. He is very affectionate.. He loves to give kisses and have his head itchec
tremely social, and wants to be part of everything that is going on. He loves "pe
food" and has a dish of almost everything that his family is eating.. He needs a
and "flock" family that can give him the time and energy that he needs and des
He likes men but really has no specific preference except for any person with &

gentle spirit, that is loving and kind and has time to spend with him.

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/25024904

Limon

Male Budgerigar, age unknown.
Other budgies are also available.

http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/23340104



http://photos.petfinder.com/photos/US/AK/AK27/23340104/AK27.23340104-1-x.jpg

Al aska Bound with Seve% |

Next, the intense search for carriers that met the airline materials and size requirements ensued. | alr
nvmdc fgd' s sgq udk b ggqhdqr eng ahgcr sg s ehs
were too large by half of an inch. To spare any reader the story of online and retail store searches, | was lucl
sn ehmc nmd oqdl ¢cd b ggqhdg sg s ehs @k rj @hqgk
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custom covers for each carrier made with fleece and fiberfill. Additionally, | attached hand warmers to the ou
side of the travel carriers for some added warmth.

With plane tickets booked and bird carriers ready, the birds and | were closer to Alaska bound. How-
dudg+ H rs gsdc sn sghmj H v ' r ®sgd bqg yx ahqgc k
whether or not the birds needed health certificates to travel. Yes, | called Alaska Airlines six times! | slowly
came to learn the information presented online to the customer differed from the Alaska Airlines employee
manual each representative and/or their supervisor would read to me. After six calls, hours on the phone, an
attempts to get the answer in writing (that was not successful), fifty percent said | needed a health certificate
and fifty percent said | did not need the certificate. With the mindset of making it impossible for them to turn
me away, | obtained a health certificate for all of my flock. Though, no airline representative nor security age
ever asked for one. It still remains a mystery to me whether or not one is needed for birds to travel on Alaske
Airlines.

Six months later, thirteen hours of travel, multiple inquiries and light hearted jokes by other airline pas
rdmfdgr ~ants ahgcr ®adhmf ~akd sn ekx+ “mc sgd
safely made it to our new home of Anchorage, Alaska. My flock consists of an African Grey, a parakeet, a lo\
bird, and four cockatiels.

| am especially grateful to the Alaska Bird Club for loaning me a large cage to house a few of my flock
members until one of my cages arrived.

NUTS 2 U Il Parrot Behavior
Via Diamond Nut Company Consultations
Call Michael at 3155417 Aggression
wmichaelstanton@gmail.com Excessive screaming
- Inappropriate vocalizations
Almonds or Brazils Feather Destructive Behaviors
$1.70/pound Diet
Walnuts

Environmental Enrichment
$1.50/pound

Contact Karen Webster
to schedule your consultation today:

929-BIRD (2473) or

$.25 of every pound do-
nated to the Bird Club!
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March Guest Bird of the Month

No one has yet volunteered to bring in one of their feathered friends to share with the group. Please,
feel free to nominate yourself and your bird so we can all enjoy your friendship and learn more about you
both. Sharing and learning are what The Alaska Bird club is all about.

Comfy Clawth
Blankets for Birds
Seewww.comfyclawth.coror Alaskan mad
bird blankets that can be used to train your
parrot to be toweled in a safe and com(r];J
environment.
eblankets @comfiyclawth.com

D

Cage Supplies
Shower perches
Cotton Boings and Perches

(907) 8688058

Refl ections on Mitred |Co

back like a papoose with her head sticking out of his shirt, and if the kids were outside, she was too. She
would fly between the kids, playing tag. She would even fly to meet the school bus. She would let me know
when it was time to open the door to go out and meet it. Rain or shine, she would be out there and land on
my son's shoulder when he stepped off the bus. The Germans thought this was really interesting and people
would show up just to see the spectacle. And a spectacle she was.

Max spoke, laughed, did tricks and stole earrings. She would give them back in your palm. But neck:
laces she would bite in two. And she loved biting pearl buttons off of men's shirts. No one was safe from he
antics. She would help decorate Christmas trees, caution me about the hot stove, try to take baths while | di
dishes, and chase my daughter across the room to tickle her toes. She had a whistle to announce the arriva
the family, each one different, and a loud squawk for strangers. She even warned of danger and had a scre
for that.

Nothing was private with her. She investigated everything, loved going for car rides and even tried to
steer until she finally realized that the wheel moved when she wasn't ready for it. She loved going shopping
and often curled underneath the towel in our basket until we started to fill it. Her favorite thing was to pop
out on unsuspecting cashiers and say hello in three different languages. Needless to say, she was a hit eve
where. We still miss her terribly. She certainly brightened our hearts and days.

Now, Gumbo, he's just crazy. He talks and | swear he mimics just about everything the greys have
said, in his funny voice. He loves to laugh and says | love you. We're still learning about him and enjoy him
a lot. He's beautiful with his bright green and red coloring.

So, would | breed conures? Not ever. Would | recommend them as pets? You bet. If you spend the
time with a mitred, they are very rewarding and great friends. And boy are they smart. | wouldn't call anyone
a bird brain, knowing how intelligent these creatures are.

For more information go to Avian Web. They have loads for you to learn.


http://www.casperscloset.com/

The Alaska Bird Club
P.O. Box 101825
Anchorage, Alaska

Place
Stamp
Here

95510-1825

Pick.Click.Give.



