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Don’t Forget to Pick. Click. Give.
The Alaska Bird Club is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization incorporated in
the State of Alaska. Our mission is to promote responsible avian ownership through
education and when possible, to provide rescue and adoption services for abandoned and unwanted birds in communities across Alaska.
Funds raised during Pick. Click. Give. will allow us to continue our mission
to provide education to new and existing bird owners, pay for expenses incurred
through our Adopt-A-Bird program, our bird fostering program, educational outreach, and our Bird Lost & Found program. By educating people across the state
on parrot ownership, we enhance the lives of the birds and their people. The
Alaska Bird Club is also a companion bird resource for other groups around the
state, such as Friends of Pets, Abused Women's Aid In Crisis (AWAIC), and various Animal Care and Controls around the state.
When you go on-line to apply for your 2013 PFD, you will see the Pick.
Click. Give. option. Click and follow the instructions to make your donation. You
may find charities and non-proftis you already support, as well as new groups.
Please, consider The Alaska Bird Club when you apply.
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Authorities Seize Over 200 Parrots
More than 200 blue-fronted
Amazons, native to South America,
were rescued by Paraguay police.
Many were young and likely snatched
from their nests to be sold on the black
-market where they can fetch more
than $2,000 dollars each. They are
recovering at the Enciso National Park
in Boqueron where they are being
cared for by wild animal experts.
The parrots were rescued from
traffickers on December 15 and have
been recovering there since. Many arrived in poor shape with some of their

colorful feathers lost, presumably as they
struggled during transportation. Of the
211 originally seized from traffickers, two
have since died.
Veterinarians at Enciso hope to
release the birds into the wild once they
have recovered, which they hope will be
in one to three months, as health allows.
Authorities arrested four people in
connection with the incident. Removing
birds from their natural habitat and transporting them across the border is illegal
in Paraguay.

Check out the Alaska
Bird Club’s Website!
Find out about our latest
Lost and Found birds,
our Adopt-A-Bird program and other articles
and videos. See what’s
up and coming and stay
in touch at
www.alaskabirdclub.org

Club Information
The Alaska Bird Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
incorporated in the State of Alaska.
It meets at 7:00PM on the first Tuesday of every
month at Serendipity Adult Day Services in
Anchorage. Location: 3550 East 20th Ave (off of
Northern Lights Blvd & Nichols St).

The mailing address is:

The Alaska Bird Club

P.O. Box 101825
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-1825
(907) 868-9070
President: Amber O’Neill
Vice President: Karen Medkeff
Secretary: Carrie Wallan
Treasurer: Jennifer Slaughter
Member-at-large: Herb Lewis
Sergeant-at-arms: Garry Wallan
Newsletter Editor: Lynne Bush
Adopt-a-Bird Chairperson:
Marcy Gentemann
Lost & Found: (907) 351-2762
E-mail the Alaska Bird Club at:
akbirdclub@yahoo.com
For newsletter or article information contact:

lynnebush@clearwire.net
Visit our website:

www.alaskabirdclub.org
We welcome any comments, articles or any ideas
for the club or the newsletter. Current issues
and extra copies of previous editions of
The Alaska Bird News are available at the monthly
meetings.
Dedicated to all the current and future bird
owners in Alaska.

Permission for the reproduction of any article
is granted to not-for-profit organizations only,
under the provision that the Alaska Bird News
and the author’s name are cited in full.

The Alaska Bird News is published by The Alaska Bird Club. The Alaska
Bird Club, its members, and directors are not responsible for any claims,
services, or information presented. The views and opinions are those of the
writers and do not necessarily reflect those of The Alaska Bird News.
The following locations have copies of our newsletter if you need extra. We
have also noted the clinics that have avian vets by the 
ANCHORAGE
Alaska Mill & Feed
1501 E. 1st Avenue
(907) 276-6016
Alaska Pet-ography
9130 Elim Street
(907) 868-1680
Chester Valley Veterinary
1571 Muldoon Road
(907) 333-6591
College Village Animal Clinic 
Dr’s Basler & Nicholson
2036 E. Northern Lights Boulevard
(907) 274-5623
Diamond Animal Hospital 
Dr. Doty 24-Hour
(907) 562-8384
Hillside Pet Clinic 
Dr. Bluestone
Dr. Fredrickson
2101 Abbott Road, Suite #1
(907) 344-7913

VCA Alpine Animal Hospital
12531 Old Seward Highway
(907) 345-1515
VCA E. Anch Animal Clinic
2639 Boniface Parkway
(907) 337-1561
EAGLE RIVER
Ravenwood Veterinary Clinic 
Dr. Cuthbert
11525 Old Glenn Highway
(907) 694-9665
The Pet Zoo
12046 Business Boulevard
(907) 622-2966
WASILLA
All Creatures Veterinary Clinic
Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 376-6016
The Pet Zoo
1481 E. Parks Highway
(907) 357-7335

Petco
8621 Old Seward Highway
(907) 365-550
3090 Mountain View Drive
(907) 277-3826

Far Country Animal Hospital
2701 N. Liahona Drive
(907) 746-7297

Pet Emergency Treatment Center
2320 E. Dowling Road
(907) 274-5636

North Star Animal Hospital
840 S. Cobb Street
(907) 746-7387

The Pet Stop 
Dr. Riley Wilson
1921 W. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 522-1006

Palmer Veterinary Clinic
Mi 39 Glenn Highway
(907) 745-3219

The Pet Zoo
901 E. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 3442966
VCA Alaska Pet Care
3900 Lake Otis Parkway
(907) 562-PETS (7387)
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PALMER

The Pet Zoo
10201 E. Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 746-0056
FAIRBANKS
Mt. MKinley Animal Hospital
800 College Road
(907) 452-6104

President’s Perch by Amber O’Neill
On Sunday, January 6th, the bird club was invited to attend the Effective
Animal Advocacy Workshop, held by the Anchorage Animal Control Advisory
Board, at Anchorage Animal Care and Control. This event was scheduled so that
animal groups of various stripes could learn how better to advocate for animals to
local or state government. State Senator Bill Wielechoski and Representative Max
Gruenberg, as well as assembly members Dick Traini and Elvi Gray Jackson, were
kind enough to give us a couple of hours of their Sunday in order to help us better understand the process.
The presentation was educational, and Marcy Gentemann and myself - the
two bird club representatives - enjoyed the discussion, learned a few things, and
made quite a few new friends in the animal world (as well as running into some
we already knew). At the time of the event, there was no pending legislation concerning pet animals, but we
now have an idea who to go to if we want to plead the animals' case to our representatives in Juneau or here
in Anchorage. Thanks to Kayla Epstein for facilitating the meeting.

Avoid Pet Bird Jealousy
Try some of these tips when you introduce a new flock member to your pet bird.
Introducing a new family member does
not have to be a traumatic experience for your
existing pet bird. Following a few simple suggestions can make a profound impact on how the
new individual, human or animal, is accepted by
your pet bird.
1) Avoid nasty surprises. Prepare your pet
bird for the new arrival by telling it that there is a
new member of the family coming. Your pet bird
might not understand exactly what is happening
but will know that you are sharing some important information, just as you would with any other
family member.
2) Allow your pet bird to participate in
preparations for the newcomer. Talk to it when
setting up new equipment, regardless of whether
it is a new cage or a crib for a child. It's important
that your bird clearly understands that the new

addition will not usurp its position in the "flock."
3) Maintain normal conditions as much as possible. If your bird's cage needs to be moved to make room
for the new addition, do so well in advance of the arrival
date, so that it does not associate the newcomer with its
being disrupted.
4) If possible, don't overwhelm your pet bird
with several new experiences at the same time — even
good ones. Sometimes, people purchase a new cage for
their existing pet bird when they get another bird. Lower
stress levels by doing so long enough in advance for the
existing bird to grow comfortable with it. If the old cage
is being given to the newcomer, have it repainted and
install new perches and toys so that it appears different to
its original owner.
5) Be the liaison with all new relationships. Always hold your existing pet bird the first time it actually
(Continued on page 6)

Bird-of-the-Month for the February Meeting
Marcy Gentemann will be bringing in one of her birds to visit with the Club. Details at the meeting!
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Printing services for this newsletter
generously donated by:

Konica Minolta
Business Solutions, Inc. USA
Bizhub Copiers
907.276.6360

Birds Available for Adoption
Twelve Finches
A local school has a bookcase-size cage full of zebra finches. The whole
flock needs to be relinquished due to allergies in the school.
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/24749430

Casear
Orange-Winged Amazon in Anchorage
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/24886021

Suzie
Female Blue Front Amazon in Fairbanks
www.petfinder.com
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Birds Available for Adoption, continued...
Caesar
Male Double Yellow Amazon in Fairbanks
www.petfinder.com

Sunshine
Sunshine is a sun conure. Her leg band indicates that she hatched in 2001. She is a
little bossy but loveable when she warms up to the right person,. Sunshine definitely
prefers women to men. She was treated badly by a man, and exhibits aggressive toward them. She can be a little jumpy and nippy, so would probably do well in a
home without small children. As with most sun conures, Sunshine has a healthy set
of lungs on her and squawks loudly and insistently. She is on ZuPreem Fruit Blend
pellets, safflower seed, and some people foods.
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/24339086

Buttons
Buttons, a male African grey, is 21 years old and was born in Anchorage in the Fall of
1991. He is very affectionate.. He loves to give kisses and have his head itched, is extremely social, and wants to be part of everything that is going on. He loves "people
food" and has a dish of almost everything that his family is eating.. He needs a home
and "flock" family that can give him the time and energy that he needs and deserves.
He likes men but really has no specific preference except for any person with a mild,
gentle spirit, that is loving and kind and has time to spend with him.
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/25024904

Limon
Male Budgerigar, age unknown.
Other budgies are also available.
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/23340104
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Avoid Pet Bird Jealousy, cont’d
(Continued from page 3)

sees the new arrival, even if it is a newborn child. For example, place the baby in a bassinet in another room
then take your bird to see the newcomer. Adjust the baby's blanket while holding your bird. Let the bird know
that it is your first baby. Talk to the baby about how important your bird is. Tell your bird that the baby is important, too, and that you need the bird's help taking care of it. If you do this, don't be surprised if the bird
begins to squawk when the child is fussy or if there is a problem. Many of my clients have found that their
birds behaved like little "nannies" after having this talk with them! Follow similar guidelines with animal adoptions.
6) Do not expect your bird to love everyone you love. Only expect it to be well-behaved when they are
around. If the newcomer is a romantic interest, hold the bird the first time it sees your human friend. If your
bird accepts going to strangers, ask it to step on the person's arm, praising it when he does. Take your bird
back after stepping onto the other person's arm, and praise it again, offering a food treat and a cuddle or
scratch, whichever it prefers. The newcomer can offer treats if your bird is amenable. Never force the bird to
go to someone when it does not want to. Allow your bird to grow comfortable with the new person in its own
time.
7) Maintain the bird's importance in the family. After the newcomer's arrival, the existing bird can easily
be incorporated into activities by placing it on a portable perch or gym or, the back of a metal folding chair or
step stool, so that it can be part of the experience without actually needing to be handled. It is not necessary to
do this every time you are interacting with the newcomer, but frequently enough to teach your little friend
some social manners. Start with very short sessions, and praise your bird profusely when it remains perched.
After it becomes more comfortable, brief words of praise, offered intermittently, will keep it there. Food rewards can be offered for birds that are motivated by their stomachs.
(Continued on page 7)

NUTS 2 U !!!

Comfy Clawth
Blankets for Birds
See www.comfyclawth.com for Alaskan made
bird blankets that can be used to train your
parrot to be toweled in a safe and comfy
environment.

Via Diamond Nut Company
Low Prices/Bags or Loose!

Almonds or Brazils

eblankets@comfyclawth.com

$1.70/pound

P E A C

Walnuts

(Parrot Education & Adoption Center)

$1.50/pound

www.akpeac.org
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Parrot Behavior
Consultations
Bird Toys Galore
Cage Supplies
Shower perches
Cotton Boings and Perches

Need help with any of the following?
Aggression
Excessive screaming
Inappropriate vocalizations
Feather Destructive Behaviors
Diet
Environmental Enrichment

(907) 868-8058

Contact Karen Webster
to schedule your consultation today:
929-BIRD (2473) or
akpeac@gmail.com.

Avoid Pet Bird Jealousy, cont’d
(Continued from page 6)

8) Consider the safety of all of your loved ones. Be realistic about the limitations of both small children
and your bird. In cases where your bird is curious and climbs down to see the newcomer, keep it caged when
you cannot supervise it, or place it on a perch that it cannot climb off of. Whatever the situation, remember to
praise it. Include it verbally and visually while you are visiting or interacting with the newcomer.
9) Use physical barriers where necessary. When a baby becomes a curious toddler and may invade the
bird's cage, a baby fence or corral works very well when placed around the cage. They are readily available in
most baby stores. If necessary, the fence may need to be used for several years until your child learns to respect
the bird's territory and well-being. That is OK. After all, it is better to keep your family intact, whenever possible.
10) Be patient and compassionate. It often takes time to incorporate all the elements of a new relationship with the old. With love, patience, compassion and consideration toward all family members, your new relationship can actually enhance everyone's lives, including that of your beloved pet bird.
-by Chris Davis for Bird Channel, reprinted with permission
http://www.birdchannel.com/bird-behavior-and-training/bird-behavior-issues/avoid-bird-jealousy-tips.aspx
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