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Confessions of a Parrot Owner:
My Bird is a TV Addict by Lynda Lewis

Inside this issue:

My African grey, Karlushka, is a TV addict. Not only does he watch TV, but he knows what programs and movies he likes to watch and will throw a fit if I leave without setting the TV to the ap-

Bird TV Addict

propriate channel for him. It started not long after I got him.
He was badly plucked, spoke only Russian, and I don't think he ever really had exposure to
TV in his old house. I was flipping through the channels and started watching an old dog movie
when I noticed Karl was watching intently. He would look from our dog, with whom he was fascinated, and back to the TV. I could see he was making a connection between the two.
I started putting on dog movies like Beverly Hills Chihuahua, Hotel for Dogs, Lassie, and
Cats and Dogs. Karl was glued to the TV. He would bark with the dogs and meow with the cats. He
would call to both our cat, Zeppelin, and dog, Buster, when watching TV so they could be in the
room to watch with him.
It was so innocent and he was not plucking his feathers while I was out. It all seemed like a
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October Bird of the Month — Neo
My name is Edgar Pena and my best
friend, next to my wife Patricia, is a 15-yearold male Moluccan cockatoo named Neo. If
you attended last summer’s Anchorage Pet
Expo at Sullivan arena you may have seen us
at the Alaska Bird Club table. I was wandering around with Neo when one of the club
members, Herb Lewis, brought me over to the
TABC table, which is how I wound up joining
the Bird Club.
I raised Neo from an egg. I held him
in my hand and cared for him continuously
every four hours, which included hand feeding,
cleaning him, and keeping him warm just as a
mother or father would do for an infant child.
He looked ugly, like a tiny dinosaur stuck with
white toothpicks.
The hardest part of the whole thing
was making sure all his needs were met and

Check out the Alaska

worrying that I
might overlook
something. I was
totally committed to
him and never
looked back nor
spared anything that
would not ensure a
loving and caring
environment for
him. He is as much a part of me as I am of him. I
am so pleased with the way he turned out.
Neo is my constant pride and joy. He
does a lot of silly stuff, such as putting his beak
on the living room floor and looking like some
sort of crazed hockey player furiously pushing an
imaginary puck around a rink of wood laminate.

Bird Club’s Website!
Find out about our latest
Lost and Found birds,
our Adopt‐A‐Bird pro‐
gram and other articles
and videos. Advertise
your unwanted cages via
the newsletter and web‐
site! See what’s up and
coming and stay in
touch at
www.alaskabirdclub.org
Dedicated to all the current and future bird
owners in Alaska.

(Continued on page 7)

Club Information
The Alaska Bird Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
incorporated in the State of Alaska.
It meets at 7:00PM on the first Tuesday of every
month at Serendipity Adult Day Services in
Anchorage. Location: 3550 East 20th Ave (off of
Northern Lights Blvd & Nichols St).

The mailing address is:

The Alaska Bird Club

P.O. Box 101825
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-1825
(907) 868-9070
President: Amber O’Neill
Vice President: Karen Medkeff
Secretary: Carrie Wallan
Treasurer: Jennifer Slaughter
Member-at-large: Herb Lewis
Sergeant-at-arms: Garry Wallan
President Emeritus: W. Michael Stanton
Membership Chair Person: Candi
Denton
Newsletter Editor: Lynne Bush
Adopt-a-Bird Chairperson:
Marcy Gentemann
Hospitality Chair Person: Open
Lost & Found: (907) 351-2762
E-mail the Alaska Bird Club at:
akbirdclub@yahoo.com
For newsletter or article information contact:
lynnebush@clearwire.net
Visit our website:
www.alaskabirdclub.org

We welcome any comments, articles or any ideas
for the club or the newsletter. Current issues and
extra copies of previous editions of The Alaska Bird
News are available at the monthly meetings.

Permission for the reproduction of any article
is granted to not-for-profit organizations only,
under the provision that the Alaska Bird News
and the author’s name are cited in full.

The Alaska Bird News is published by The Alaska Bird Club. The Alaska
Bird Club, its members, and directors are not responsible for any claims,
services, or information presented. The views and opinions are those of the
writers and do not necessarily reflect those of The Alaska Bird News.
The following locations have copies of our newsletter if you need extra. We
have also noted the clinics that have avian vets by the 3
ANCHORAGE
Alaska Mill & Feed
1501 E. 1st Avenue
(907) 276-6016
Alaska Pet-ography
9130 Elim Street
(907) 868-1680
Chester Valley Veterinary
1571 Muldoon Road
(907) 333-6591
College Village Animal Clinic 3
Dr’s Basler & Nicholson
2036 E. Northern Lights Boulevard
(907) 274-5623
Diamond Animal Hospital 3
Dr. Doty 24-Hour
(907) 562-8384
Hillside Pet Clinic 3
Dr. Bluestone
Dr. Fredrickson
2101 Abbott Road, Suite #1
(907) 344-7913

VCA Alpine Animal Hospital
12531 Old Seward Highway
(907) 345-1515
VCA E. Anch Animal Clinic
2639 Boniface Parkway
(907) 337-1561
EAGLE RIVER
Ravenwood Veterinary Clinic 3
Dr. Cuthbert
11525 Old Glenn Highway
(907) 694-9665
The Pet Zoo
12046 Business Boulevard
(907) 622-2966
WASILLA
All Creatures Veterinary Clinic
Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 376-6016
The Pet Zoo
1481 E. Parks Highway
(907) 357-7335

Petco
8621 Old Seward Highway
(907) 365-550
3090 Mountain View Drive
(907) 277-3826

Far Country Animal Hospital
2701 N. Liahona Drive
(907) 746-7297

Pet Emergency Treatment Center
2320 E. Dowling Road
(907) 274-5636

North Star Animal Hospital
840 S. Cobb Street
(907) 746-7387

The Pet Stop 3
Dr. Riley Wilson
1921 W. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 522-1006

Palmer Veterinary Clinic
Mi 39 Glenn Highway
(907) 745-3219

The Pet Zoo
901 E. Dimond Boulevard
(907) 3442966
VCA Alaska Pet Care
3900 Lake Otis Parkway
(907) 562-PETS (7387)
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PALMER

The Pet Zoo
10201 E. Palmer-Wasilla Highway
(907) 746-0056
FAIRBANKS
Mt. MKinley Animal Hospital
800 College Road
(907) 452-6104

The President’s Perch by Amber O’Neill
This morning upon waking, before I even opened my eyes, I was treated to a jungle symphony. Old and new-world parrots
sang me their morning song: five budgies tweeping and twerping, a sun and a green cheek conure squeaking their greeting to the sun,
a bronze-wing pionus, beseeching me to come join the living room flock with her staccato alarm, and a little English from my my
Congo African grey, "Hello? Wanna come up? Merry Christmas!"
What a nice way to be drawn from bed in the morning, if louder than what I'm used to.
Only two of these birds are mine, but somehow, there are those of us who tend to end up with
extras. Seven of the birds in my home are up for adoption. In fact, I adopted one budgie out this
afternoon, and hope to have at least four more re-homed soon.
Fostering can be fun and very gratifying. It's a good way to test-drive various species
of bird, see who clicks. It's also a pleasant challenge. Can I teach this hand-shy green cheek to
step up? Will that Amazon eat anything but the seed mix she's been on for a decade? Shaping a
parrot up to pet quality for adoption is an accomplishment I enjoy.
It is worth considering, whether or not you have a bird of your own. The club tries not
to end up in possession of birds, but sometimes it is unavoidable. If you want to foster a bird,
drop me or Marcy Gentemann, our new Adopt-A-Bird chair, a line and we'll bird you up!

My Bird is a TV Addict, continued

(

good thing, but I never thought about being careful about what he watched. I was fascinated on how he made associations. For example, while watching a nature show he called the bears Buster and barked and howled at them. Lions, tigers and other large cats he
would call Zeppelin and meow out loud at them. One night, we watched The Birds together lying in bed. Karl loved that movie. As
the birds attacked the people, he would yell, "Don't bite!" In one scene, a lady laid on the bedroom floor covered in blood and he
responded, "Ow! OW! Don't bite!!"
One day I found how much TV truly was affecting him. I left for a bird club meeting and left Jurassic Park playing because he
looked like he was getting into the movie. I found out my mistake when I got home. I let him out of his cage as normal for some bedtime love. He came out of the cage slowly, eyes pinned and focused on me. He hopped onto the back of the couch and started to run
at me growling. As he got to the end of the couch and closer to me, Karl let out a roar and leaped onto the side of my head feet first
and tried to rip my ear off! It took me a minute after I tore Karl off my head to put two and two together. He was playing dinosaur
and trying to disassemble me like the dinosaurs did the people on Jurassic Park. Maybe it was a one time thing, I thought. I mean
really...a bird with an imagination?
We started watching a series on TV that had just came out called Walking Dead, a zombie horror series that I loved. Karl was
good at first. I mean, really, what bird would want to be a gross human zombie? He interacted with the show verbally, but did not
hurt anyone. He sided with whoever was winning. If the humans were shooting zombies, he would run back and forth making gun
sounds and telling the humans, "Good boy". If the zombies caught a human, he would yell, "Eat! Eat!".
It was all in good fun until the finale last season. In an all out zombie war, the zombies were taking down humans right and
left. I am sure my reaction played into the drama as many characters I had come to love died. I was not paying much attention to
Karl who was becoming very agitated on my lap. All of the sudden he yelled, "Want More!! Eat!!" and raced up my chest and
latched on to my bottom lip hard! My bird was trying to eat me like a zombie! He drew blood and gave me a fat lip. As I pried him
off my face and desperately tried to get him into his cage without losing anymore body parts, he kept yelling, "Want More! Want
More!
Eat!". He was over stimulated and wanted to see why zombies found humans so yummy!
(Continued on page 7)
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NUTS 2 U !!!

Printing services for this newsletter
generously donated by:

Via Diamond Nut Company
Low Prices/Bags or Loose!

Konica Minolta
Business Solutions, Inc. USA
Bizhub Copiers

Almonds or Brazils
$1.70/pound
Walnuts
$1.50/pound

907.276.6360

Call Michael 3155417
wmichaelstanton@gmail.com

Parrot Behavior
Consultations

$.25 of every pound
donated to the Bird Club!

Need help with any of the following?
Aggression
Excessive screaming
Inappropriate vocalizations
Feather Destructive Behaviors
Diet
Environmental Enrichment

Comfy Clawth
Blankets for Birds
See www.comfyclawth.com for Alaskan made
bird blankets that can be used to train your
parrot to be toweled in a safe and comfy environment.

Contact Karen Webster
to schedule your consultation today:
929-BIRD

birdieblankets@comfyclawth.com

Bird Toys Galore
Cage Supplies
Shower perches
Cotton Boings and Perches

P E A C
(Parrot Education & Adoption Center)
www.akpeac.org
929-BIRD

(907) 868-8058

Does your bird have that special something?
That je ne sais quoi? We are always looking
for a Bird‐of‐the‐Month! Sign up now!
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The Alaska Bird Club memberships run January 1st to December 31st.
It’s a fantastic way to connect and network with other people like you…

...proud slaves to our feathered friends.!!!
And we need you, it’s as simple as that! See our website for more information and a
membership application form: www.alaskabirdclub.org

Adoptable Birds

ʺLIKEʺ us on Facebook!
The Alaska Bird Club has a Facebook
page. Itʹs a great way to share timely
info, helpful tips, cute stories, pictures,
videos, and happenings that are of inter‐
est to the companion bird community.
You must have a Facebook account to
participate. Simply search for ʺThe
Alaska Bird Club,ʺ or click over from
the button on our website at
www.alaskabirdclub.org

Monu

Male cockatiel, age unknown
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Birds Available for Adoption, continued...
S Remington Steele & Limon
c Two male (?) Budgerigars, age unknown
Read more about Remington and Limon at their
o Petfinder link:
http://www.petfinder.com/petdetail/23340104
o
Co-Co

Juno

18-year old female Blue-Crowned
Conure
Read more about Co-Co at her Petfinder link: http://
www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/23083276

Male young White-Bellied Caique.
Read more about Juno at his Petfinder link:
http://www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/23552653

Finches

Oliver and Charlie

Two male Finches, age unknown. No
photo available.
Please read more about these finches at
their Petfinder link: http://
www.petfinder.com/petdetail/23545914

Young male Cockatiels
Read more about them at their
Petfinder link: http://
www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/23545905

Sunny

Sonu

Female Blue-Fronted Amazon
Read more about Sunny at her
Petfinder link: http://

Female Green-Cheeked Conure,
7 years old
Read more about Sonu at
www.petfinder.com

www.petfinder.com/
petdetail/23545907

Zeus

Toby

Male African Grey, approximately 11 years old

Female Red-Lored Amazon, 27-years old

Read more about Zeus at
www.petfinder.com.

Read more about Toby at
www.petfinder.com.
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Neo, October Bird-of-the-Month, continued from page 1
At the Expo, he entertained visitors around our table by playing a very accurate tossing game with anyone who could catch
an Angry Birds stuffed toy. Ninety percent accuracy would be a fair assessment of his skill. He gives joy to others because it makes
him happy.
Moluccan cockatoos are distributed throughout the Southern Moluccan islands of Indonesia. Their average size is about 2021 inches with an average weight of one kilo. Iris rings in males are generally black and females are dark brown. Their distinctive
pink crests are consistent across the species, however body coloration can be variable from a creamy white to a pale shade of pink.
The eye skin is a creamy white until they are a year old. They strongly resemble Umbrella cockatoos, but are slightly larger.
The majority of US Moluccans are bred in North America. Eggs take about 28 days to incubate and hatch. They leave the
nest about 15 weeks later. Hand rearing is a lengthy event compared to other cockatoos. Moluccans are known for forming strong
bonds with their owners and marvelous responsiveness.
Neo’s screams are on a decibel par with some of the jet engines of the helicopters I was aboard as an Army soldier. You do
not want to get one if you live in an apartment. They are high maintenance birds and I would not recommend one for a novice parrot
lover. Neo has chewed furniture legs, so now one of the dining room chairs is his to chew on.
In native habitat, the species is approaching the endangered list. Encroachments of habitat, that lack of hollowed out nesting
places in logs and trees due to tree harvesting is seriously reducing the Moluccan’s ability to reproduce.
I want to thank Herb, Michael and Amber for bringing me into the flock.
Editor’s Note: While Neo is not harnessed in his photo, he is in the process of being trained to wear a harness in public
and outdoor situations for safety. His owner will share training tips at the meeting.

Caesar

Suzie

Male Double Yellow Amazon
in Fairbanks

Female Blue Front Amazon in
Fairbanks

Please read more about Caesar Please read more about Suzie at
at www.petfinder.com
www.petfinder.com

TV Addict, continued
So, now we have TV watching rules. When in the same room as Karl, no one is allowed to watch any movie where humans are
torn apart, where animals attack people or other animals, or where there is excessive swearing, sex, or blood. Just like a toddler,
parrots pick up so much so fast! I even left TV watching rules when I went to visit my hubby. I am sure my bird sitter thought I was
nuts!
Now we pretty much try to stick to children's channels and Animal Planet. Karl loves Animal Cops and asks for his show with barks
and sirens. The TV better be on when I leave! Oh what have I done? I never thought a bird could become addicted to TV.

If you are interested in adopting a bird, please visit the TABC website for more details at www.akbirdclub.org or send us an
e-mail at akbirdclub@club@yahoo.com. For the most up-to-date list of adoptable birds in your area, check Petfinder at
http://www.petfinder.com/breeds/Bird
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More Alaska Style from David Jensen Photography
Visit David’s website at: www.alaskaportraits.com
9130 Elim Street Anchorage AK 99507
(907) 868-1680 Office (907) 341-1030 Fax

Photo Blog
Monthly Web Specials
New Portrait Galleries
New Wedding Galleries
Meet the personalities behind the cameras!
Tour our Studio
Meet the Paparazzi
See the Jensen Zoo
Catch David in action.
David Jensen has been the Alaska Bird Club volunteer judge for our photography contest for six
years now.

The Alaska Bird Club
P.O. Box 101825
Anchorage, Alaska
95510-1825

Place
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