
This is a much shortened 
version of how Miracle, a 
baby green cheeked conure 
came to be. 
 
Miracle’s mom, Duncan was 
an only conure for several 
years.  Her mate, Merlin 
accidentally caused a spinal 
cord injury to Duncan.  I 
thought I would lose her, but 
she rebounded just in time 
to help Merlin pass on from 
a compromised system. 
 
Duncan got a new mate, 
Ricky Rascal, a much 
younger bird.  They laid 
eggs and one hatched, but 
the baby died within a day.  
Ricky is really protective of 
Duncan and the next round 
of eggs; he refused to let 
her out of the nest box.  The 
box was taken away and 
Duncan was nursed back to 
health again.  Two years 
later, they mated constantly 
and broke several eggs.  I 
decided to separate the pair.  
Two days later, Duncan laid 

bird.   

Miracle is a blur of activity 
entertaining himself for 
hours, chasing balls and 
swinging around his cage.  I 
won’t let Duncan hatch out 
any more eggs as she just 
turned 11.  Miracle was truly 
her last try at motherhood  

an egg.  I let her keep it 
and she laid 2 more infer-
tile eggs.  Incredibly, the 
first egg hatched.  Duncan 
was separated from Ricky 
and would have to do this 
alone.  She started getting 
warm food twice a day so 
she wouldn’t have to leave 
the box.  She fed this tiny 
baby and he eventually 
emerged from the nest.  I 
don’t know if Miracle is a 
boy or a girl, but being al-
most 6 months old, Miracle 
appears to be taking after 
Duncan who is on the small 
side for Conures.  Miracle 
lives in his own cage and is 
just now being trained to be 
held and to use a harness.  
He is gentle, and beautiful, 
and the first baby bird I 
have ever had.  He plays 
on his back with toys and 
likes to sleep that way also. 

Hopefully Miracle will be-
come a gentle socialized 

Bird of the Month—Miracle’s Story—Cindy Welbourne 

Club Meeting Information 
First Tuesday of each month.  Be sure to join us! 

We love hearing about your birds,  
but we ask that you do not bring them to the meetings unless they are our Feature Bird 

of the Month, or are participants in special programs. 
Serendipity Adult Day Services 

3550 E 20th Ave. 
(Doors open at 6:30 to socialize) 

7:00pm - 9:00pm 
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Club Information 
The Alaska Bird Club is a 501(c)(3) non-profit incor-
porated in the State of Alaska.  It meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at Serendipity Adult Day 
Service in Anchorage. Meeting starts as 7:00pm. 
Location: 3550 East 20th Ave (off of Northern Lights 
Blvd & Nichols St). 

The Alaska Bird Club 
PO Box 101825 

Anchorage, AK 99510-1825 
Phone: (907) 868-9070 

email: akbirdclub@yahoo.com 
website: www.alaskabirdclub.org 

President: Leanna Rein 
868-7878, e-mail: leannarein@gmail.com 
Vice President: Lin Westgard  
868-8058, e-mail: westgard@gci.net 
Secretary: Dee Powers   
745-5096,  e-mail:  powersdl@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Ann Gilley 
441-1119, e-mail: annlynnbiz@ak.net 
Member-at-large:  Currently vacant 
Sergeant-at-arms: Amber O’Neill 
e-mail: akamber@ak.net, cell: 351-2762 
Adopt-A-Bird Director: Cindy Wellbourne 
(907) 357-2513 (Wasilla),  
e-mail: welbourne@gci.net 
Adopt-A-Bird Co-Director: Kathleen O'Keefe 
243-4675 (Anchorage),  
e-mail:kok@woodscross.net   
Adopt-A-Bird Co-Director:  
Courtney Reynolds 
452-5665 (Fairbanks) No calls after 8PM please 
e-mail: trtldove@alaska.net  
Publications Director: Jennifer Slaughter  
868-8640, e-mail: birdabode@gci.net 
Bird News Editor: Kathleen O’Keefe 
243-4675, email:  kok@woodscross.net 
Membership Committee:  Ann Gilley 
441-1119, e-mail: annlynnbiz@ak.net 
Webmaster: Garry Wallan 
e-mail: depc@sneakyparrot.com 
Disaster & Emergency Preparedness  
Committee: Garry Wallan  
e-mail: depc@sneakyparrot.com 
Hospitality Committee: Marta Muth 
336-2630,   
e-mail:  marta_muth@hotmail.com 
Lost/Found-Rescue Committee: Amber 
O’Neill 
e-mail: akamber@ak.net, cell: 351-2762 
 
 

All Creatures Veterinary Clinic 
Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Hwy 
376-7930 
Alaska Mill & Feed 
1501 E 1st Ave 
276-6016 
Alaska Pet-ography 
9130 Elim St (on Abbot 
across from Fred Meyer) 
868-1680 
Animal Food Warehouse Pet-
Zoo 
Anchorage - 901 E Dimond Blvd 
344-2966 
ER -12046 Business Blvd   
622-2966 
Palmer - 10201 E Palmer-Wasilla 
Hwy 746-0056 
Wasilla - 1481 E Parks Hwy  
357-7335  
Chester Valley Veterinary  
1571 Muldoon Rd 
333-6591 
College Village 
2036 E Northern Lights Blvd 
274-5623 
Hillside Pet Clinic 
2101 Abbott Rd #1 
344-7913 
Northern Lights Veterinary & 
Laser Center Inc 
2002 W Benson Blvd 
276-2340 
 

North Star Animal Hospital 
840 S Cobb St (Palmer) 
907-746-7387 
Palmer Veterinary Clinic 
Mike 39 Glenn Hwy 
745-3219 
Petco 
8621 Old Seward Hwy 
365-5500 
Pet Emergency 
2320 E Dowling Rd 
274-5636 
The Animal House 
219 E International Airport Rd 
561-7387 
The Pet Stop 
1921 W Dimond Blvd 
522-1006 
VCA Alaska Pet Care 
3900 Lake Otis Pkwy 
562-7387 
VCA Alpine Animal Hospital 
12531 Old Seward Hwy 
345-1515 
VCA Eagle River Animal  
Hospital 
11710 Business Blvd. 
694-3800 
VCA E Anch. Animal Hospi-
tal 
2639 Boniface Pkwy 
337-1561  

The Alaska Bird News is published by the Alaska Bird Club.  
The Alaska Bird Club, its members, and its directors are not re-
sponsible for any claims, services, or information presented.  The 
views and opinions are those of the writers and do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Alaska Bird News. 

Permission for the reproduction of any article is granted to non-
for-profit organizations only, under the provision of the Alaska 
Bird News and the author’s name are edited in full. 

No Newsletter?  Need Extra Copies of the Newsletter? 
Pick it up at any of the following locations: 
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Bird News from the Secretary— August—Susan Allen 

TABC’s Mission  
Statement 

 
The Alaska Bird Club’s mission is to promote re-
sponsible avian ownership through education and 
when possible, to provide rescue and adoption 
services for abandoned and unwanted birds in 
communities across Alaska. 

 
Board Meeting Info -  
Open to the public 

 
The Board meets the last Saturday of every 

month at 12:00 PM 
 Denny’s on Northern Lights. 

the radios. 
 
Leanna opened tonight’s open forum 
discussion “Basic Training of Birds.” 
Points covered during the discussion 
where; the fundamentals of Clicker 
Training, Basic Commands, and Why 
training your bird is important. 
 
Leanna then announce the sad passing 
of Jeff Medkeff..  Jeff had cancer and 
was living life on his terms.  While he 
was on his trip to Europe he suffered 
health complications due to the cancer. 
 
After the Fundraiser Table drawings 
and refreshments, the meeting ad-
journed at 9 pm 

Leanna called the meeting to order at 7 
pm. She announces that Amber had to 
leave to help Garry rescue a Parakeet 
loose in the Hillside area. 
 
Ann opened the meeting with the Treas-
urer’s Report followed by Cindy’s report 
for the Adopt a bird Committee. Cindy 
also announced the upcoming TABC 
fundraiser at the flea market at the 
Palmer Fair Ground on August 9th. Con-
tact Cindy for more details. Kathleen 
gave the Publication Committee report. 
 
Jade the Quaker accompanied by Dee is 
tonight’s Bird of the Month.  He is 3-4 
years old and regular at Pet Zoo repre-
senting TABC.  With Dee’s and Cindy’s 
help he demonstrated the use of a $6.00 
Lizard Leash with small birds. 
 
Tonight we say goodbye to Susan and 
David Allen, they are moving to Florida 
in a few weeks. They have been very 
active members for several years. We 
wish them well in their new home. 
 
Dee Powers accepted the appointment to 
be secretary. We still need to a volunteer 
to cover Hostility, the Fund Raiser Table 
and Member at Large.  Marta and Eric 
volunteered to take over the Hospitality 
Committee and Fundraiser table.  Thank 
you for stepping up. 
 
Anyone interested in filling in the Mem-
ber at Large position, vacated by David, 
until the next elections may contact any-
one on the TABC Board. 

Leanna announced that Dr Ford will 
be having a clinic while he is in 
Alaska. See the website for details.  
We will be having a Potluck for Dr 
Ford on Sunday August 24th. Check 
the website for time and location. 
 
The topic for the September meeting 
will be “Coping with the Loss of a 
Pet”. In October we will be covering 
“Shipping and Transporting Birds.” 
 
Nominations for Board of Directors 
are open for the November Elections. 
 
The Seminar Speaker presentation 
will be October 18th from 9am – 4pm 
at the Centerpoint Building.  We need 
volunteers to help. Please, contact 
Kathleen at kok@woodscross.net 
 
We also need submissions for our 
How to Series. Ideas may be submit-
ted to any board member. 
 
Leanna gave an update of the Pet-
finder Grant. We can now actively 
pursue the next phase of our 5 year 
Disaster Preparedness Plan, training 
on the use of radios and the place-
ment of them in key locations state-
wide.  Kathleen, who is also with a 
radio club, was able to get the equip-
ment for us.  The venders who sup-
plied the equipment where very ex-
cited about what TABC is trying to 
accomplish.  She is now looking for 6 
non licensed volunteers to participate 
in learning to become licensed to use 

Jade demonstrates how he man-
ages working the lizard leash. 
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Presidents Perch 2008—Leanna Rein 

well as five other orders of birds, and 
is widely considered to be the greatest 
threat to captive breeding of birds in 
this family, the researchers said. 
 
The disorder often leads to the birds’ 
inability to swallow and digest food, 
with resulting wasting, many birds also 
suffer from neurologic symptoms such 
as imbalance and lack of coordination.  
Regardless of the clinical course the 
disease takes, it is often fatal. 
 
Scientists have theorized for decades 
that a viral pathogen was the source 
of the disease, but until now, no one 
had been able to identify the likely 
culprit. 
 
“This provides a very compelling lead 
in the long-standing search for a viral 
cause of PDD,” Ganem said.  “With 
the development of molecular clones 
and diagnostic tests for ABV, we can 
now begin go explore both the epide-
miology of the virus and how it is 
linked to the disease state.” 
 
Co-authors on the paper include Amy 
L. Kistler, Peter Skewes-Cox, Kael 
Fisher, Katherine Sorber, Charles Y. 
Chiu and Alexander Greninger, from 
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
and Department of Biochemistry, Mi-
crobiology and Medicine at UCSF; 
Ady Gancz, from The Exotic Clinic, 
Herzlyia, Israel; Susan Clubb, Rainfor-
est Clinic for Birds and Exotics, Loxa-
hatchee, Fla.; Avishai Lublin, Sara 
Mechani and Yigal Farnoushi, of the 
Division of Avian and Fish Diseases, 
Kimron Veterinary Institute, bet Da-
gan, Israel; and Scott B. Karlene, of 
the Lahser Interspecies Research 
Foundation, Bloomfield Hills, MI 
 
Article continued on Page 5 
 
 
 
 
 

Our President’s Perch this month is a 
report found by Cindy W and re-
printed with permission from the au-
thor ;  Kristen Bole at 
kbole@pubaff.ucsf.edu 
 

UCSF researchers identify virus be-
hind mysterious parrot disease  

Researchers at the University of Cali-
fornia, San Francisco, have identified 
a virus behind the mysterious infec-
tious disease that has been killing 
parrots and exotic birds for more than 
30 years. 

The team, led by UCSF professors 
Joseph DeRisi, PhD, and Don 
Ganem, MD, also has developed a 
diagnostic test for the virus linked to 
Proventricular Dilatation Disease, or 
PDD, which will enable veterinarians 
worldwide to control the spread of the 
virus. 

Results of the study will be published 
in “Virology Journal” and will appear 
online in August. The findings also 
will be presented in full at the August 
11 annual meeting of the Association 
of Avian Veterinarians, in Savannah, 
GA. 

The new virus, which the team 
named Avian Bornavirus (ABV), is a 
member of the bornavirus family, 
whose other members cause en-
cephalitis in horses and livestock. 
Working with veterinarians on two 
continents, the group isolated this 
virus in 71 percent of the samples 
from infected birds, but none of the 
healthy individuals. 

“This discovery has potentially solved 
a mystery that has been plaguing the 
avian veterinary community since the 
1970s,” said DeRisi, a molecular bi-
ologist whose laboratory aided in the 
2003 discovery of the virus causing 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, 
or SARS, in humans. “These results 

clearly reveal the existence of an 
avian reservoir of remarkably diverse 
bornaviruses that are dramatically 
different from anything seen in other 
animals.” 

The discovery could have profound 
consequences on both domesticated 
parrots and in the conservation of 
endangered species, according to 
DeRisi and Ganem, both Howard 
Hughes Medical Investigators at 
UCSF. Those species include the 
Spix’s Macaw, currently one of the 
most endangered birds in the world, 
whose number has dwindled to 
roughly 100 worldwide and whose 
continued existence is threatened by 
PDD. 

The research was spearheaded by 
Amy Kistler, a postdoctoral fellow in 
the DeRisi and Ganem labs. To-
gether with veterinarians Susan 
Clubb, in the United States, and Ady 
Gancz in Israel, Kistler analyzed af-
fected birds using UCSF’s ViroChip 
technology. 

The ViroChip, which DeRisi and 
Ganem developed, is a high-
throughput screening technology that 
uses a DNA microarray to test viral 
samples. The team was able to re-
cover virus sequence from a total of 
16 diseased birds from two different 
continents. The complete genome 
sequence of one isolate was cap-
tured using ultra deep sequencing. 

The virus they identified is highly di-
vergent from all previously identified 
members of the “Bornaviridae” family 
and represents the first full-length 
bornavirus genome ever cloned di-
rectly from avian tissue. Analysis of 
the Avian Bornavirus genome re-
vealed at least five distinct varieties. 
PDD is a fatal disease that causes 
nervous system disorders in both 
domesticated and wild birds in the 
psittacine, or parrot, family world-
wide.  The disease has been found 
in 50 different species of parrots, as 



 Foundation. 
 
The DeRisi Laboratory is part of the 
Calinfornia Institute for Quantitative 
Biosciences, known as QB3, a coop-
erative effort among private industry 
and more than 180 scientists at 
UCSF, UC Berkeley and UC Santa 
Cruz.  The collaboration harnesses 
the quantitative sciences to integrate 
and enhance scientific understand-
ing of biological systems at all lev-
els, enabling scientists to tackle 

The research was supported by 
funding to DeRisi and Ganeem 
from the Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute and the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation.  Funding 
for US specimen collection and 
veterinary care was provided by 
the Lahser Interspecies Re-
search  

 
UCSF is a leading university 
dedicated to promoting health 
worldwide through advanced 

biomedical research, graduate-level 
education in the life sciences and health 
professions, and excellence in patient 
care. For further information, please 
visit www.ucsf.edu 

Lost-Found/Rescue Program—  August Report—Amber O’Neill 

from just behind Carrs Gambell to 
Lake Otis and 36th, where it took a 
dip in someone’s hot tub. After a 
couple of days I was able to match it 
to its family, and the bird was obvi-
ously his. Hand-shy to me, it ran 
straight up his arm onto his shoulder 
and nuzzled his neck. 
 
In July, I got a call very late in the 
evening from a young couple who 
had just moved into their newly-
purchased house, and they got an 
extra surprise: a blue and gold ma-
caw in the back yard! The bird was 
sitting on the ground in some tall 
grass. Garry and I, after a slight 
chase and struggle, captured the 
bird and took it to a club member for 
overnight foster. I KNEW the owner 
was looking for this bird and he did 
end up calling me the next after-
noon. I was surprised to learn that 
we were only one street over from 
the owner’s house! They were both 
very glad to see each other. 
 
The third reunion came as a very 
disconcerting situation: an orange-
wing amazon was turned in to the 
Anchorage Animal Care and Control 
Center. The really weird thing is that 
it was blind! And this bird was 
SWEET. It was incredibly trusting for 
a blind bird, wanting nothing other 
than to sit in the crook of my arm 
and get skritches on its head, so, 
after some soul-searching (I am 
pretty resolute to limit myself to the 

This summer has been a little easier 
than the past few in a sense: many 
calls saying, “I have this bird I found. 
It’s in a box. Would you please 
come get it?”  
 
These calls are much easier than “I 
have a bird in my tree” or, worse, 
“there’s a bird somewhere in the 
neighborhood but I don’t know 
where it is.” 
 
I have been on one roof to retrieve a 
cockatiel, and Garry and I had to 
hike a mile in (and up!) from the Up-
per Huffman trailhead on Hillside, in 
search of a poor little budgie who 
stayed hidden long enough that 
when we found him, he didn’t make 
it but a couple more hours, probably 
due to lack of sugars and fluids 
(starvation and thirst). 
 
Lin and I had an interesting adven-
ture in which two baby lovebirds had 
been out about three days and were 
flying around between an apartment 
building rooftop and surrounding 
trees. They took about four hours to 
catch, but the allure of food got me 
one, and the other didn’t want to be 
away from its brother I caught it 
while it was following him. 
 
Many budgies were recovered, and 
quite a few cockatiels.  
 
There are a few sweet reunion sto-
ries. A budgie made it all the way 

two birds I have), I was getting 
ready to foster it and possibly pro-
vide it a lifelong home… when I fi-
nally got the call from James, the 
owner. James and his family had 
been out of town for a few days and 
had no idea the bird had gotten out. 
The bird – “Killer,” as it turns out to 
be named - roams freely most of the 
time. I asked James to please be 
sure and lock Killer up when he’s 
not around from here on, as she 
could really get into trouble, espe-
cially being blind (apparently she 
only had the condition for a couple 
of years, but has been in the family 
for over 30 years). 
 
As the rescue seasons go by, I learn 
more about how to get pet birds in 
from the wild. It’s very rewarding, 
and sometimes a lot of fun… espe-
cially when we recover our target. 
 
Please remember to keep your bird 
caged when you’re not around, don’t 
sleep with a bird because you could 
injure or kill it if you roll over in your 
sleep, and keep those wings 
clipped!  
 
Killer, 
James, & 
James’ 
daughter, 
reunited at 
AACC   
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We were hoping the weather would 
clear for the afternoon.  Of course, 
that did not happen. We did man-
age to sell $206.45 worth of items 
before it became impossible for us 
to keep anything dry.  So the total 
amount for the effort was $206.45 - 
$25.00 (space rent) = $181.45 
 
The organizers for The Great 
Alaska Flea Market are working on 
setting up a once a month Flea 
Market to be held inside one of the 
Fair buildings during the winter 
months.  If that happens, we may 
have another one during the winter, 
but we will be warm and dry! 
 
Several people had items to do-
nate, but they were unable to make 
it out to the event.  Some of those 
items will be used for the Seminar 
and some will be stored for future 
Fund-raisers. 
 
Thanks to all who helped. 

inspections and help in arranging 
bird transfers.  This can be a very 
busy and time consuming commit-
tee to be on.  If you are interested 
in helping, please contact one of 
the committee members.  Formal 
training will probably be set for 
some time in January.  But one-on-
one training can be arranged as 
need dictates. 
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who 
help to make this Program the suc-
cess it is. 
 
The Adopt-A-Bird “Garage Sale” 
fund-raiser turned out to be bitter 
sweet.  Sweet because we received 
some very nice donations, Bitter 
because of the incessant rain. We 
received donations from Colleen A, 
Becky M, Kathleen O, Diane O, 
Dee P, Rebecca V,  Cindy W, and 
some left over items from TABC’s 
garage sale earlier this year.  The 
weather did not cooperate at all.  
Becky, Cindy, Diane, Dee and 
Kathleen met at the fairgrounds in a 
morning mist.  We erected the tent, 
set up tables, and put out our items.  

The Adopt-A-Bird Program has 
been busy.  We still have approxi-
mately 20 cockatiels in the pro-
gram.  We will finish evaluating 
which are pairs and which can be 
adopted as singles.  One pair and 
one single female have been 
adopted to wonderful homes. 
 
In September, we are planning a 
trip to Homer to meet with persons 
interested in becoming a satellite 
club to The Alaska Bird Club.  
Eventually we wish to have hubs of 
volunteers Statewide to assist with 
all TABC Statewide programs, such 
as the Adoption Program, the 
Emergency Preparedness Pro-
gram, and Membership. 
 
After the Seminar, we will be re-
cruiting committee members.  All 
interested people will need a com-
puter with Microsoft Word, Excel, 
and of course E-mail.  All interested 
applicants will need to have at least 
10 hours per week to devote to this 
committee.  As we expand our pro-
grams we will need more qualified 
committee members to do home 
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Adopt-a-Bird Program—Cindy Welbourne 

How to Series… Kim Hovey 
 Attach clamp-on bowl to 6" pc where 
hole is drilled.  I used a nut to hold 
the bolt in place in the tube before 
attaching the bowl itself.  I also used 
a twist-off bowl so I don't have to re-
move the bracket to clean it.  (Petco 
has them.) 
  
Wrap the perch area -- Start with a 
thin layer of TiteBond II glue on the 
pipe. Wrap tightly in the sisal rope (or 
other traction item).... Adding a bit of 
glue between the ropes on the bot-
tom side of the perch about every 2-
3".  Finish off on the bottom side with 
the glue at the other end.  Allow to 
dry at least 24 hours to secure. 
 
Article & photos continued on page 7 

Materials: 
14' PVC pipe (diameter to suit your 
bird) 
NOTE: I used 1-1/4" so I could also 
use it with my 2 new macaws - the 
perch is about 1-3/4" wrapped in 
rope. 
5 - 90 degree PVC elbows 
3 - PVC "T" joints 
1/4" Sisal Rope - about 40' or so (I 
wrapped very tightly!) 
NOTE:  can also use medical wrap 
or hemp -- anything safe for the birds 
to add traction 
Cage-Clamp food dish (mine twists 
off for easy cleaning) 
PVC primer and epoxy 
TiteBond II wood glue for the 
rope (FDA approved - safe) 
1/4" Drill 
1/4" bolt with (2) nuts and washer 

  
Cut PVC pipe as follows: 
2 - 36" pcs 
3 - 18" pcs. 
4 - 12" pcs 
1 - 6" PC (for dish) 
  
ASSEMBLY:      
Using PVC epoxy.... Glue ONLY the 
items shown below… 
Attach 1 elbow and 1 "T" joint to 
ends of (1) 18" pc for perch  
Attach 2 elbows to ends of (2) 18" 
pcs for base ends 
Attach (2) 12" pcs to (1) "T" joints for 
base side  
Repeat this for other base side 
Place 6" PVC pc in "T" joint on end 
of perch - DO NOT glue! 
Mark just above the "T" on the 6" pc 
for drilling the hole.  Remove and 
drill. 
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 PUT IT TOGETHER! 
Connect the 2 base sides (with the "T") to 
the base ends (18" w/ elbows) 
Insert the (2) 36" uprights into the base 
"T"s. 
Add the top perch and the dish post. 
ENJOY! 
 

 

Emergency Preparedness / Disaster 
Training  

 
Become a Licensed Amateur Radio Op-
erators.  Six individuals will be selected 
from the applicants to be responsible for 
hand held Amateur Radios, antennas for 
home use and magnetic mounts with an 
antenna and coax to be used with your 
vehicle.  Classes are scheduled to begin 
in September for the Technician Level 
License and will be held Mondays and 
Tuesdays in Downtown Anchorage at 
the American Red Cross Building from 
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm from September 7 
and continuing through September 30.  
If enough students are signed up a spe-
cial testing session will be held the final 
day of class. 
 
The American Red Cross building is 
located at:  the Ann Stevens Building, 
235 East 8th Avenue, 2nd floor class-
rooms. 
 
To apply for one of the six positions 
statewide (Fairbanks, Kenai, Wasilla, 
Eagle River and Anchorage) please 
email kok@woodscross.net so we may 
begin matching students with location.  
For people living outside Anchorage 
check to see if classes are to be held in 
your area.  If no classes are scheduled 
we can assist you with studying via 
email.  We will also provide you with 
information on where and when testing 
sessions are held and if there is a fee to 
take the test.  The Anchorage Amateur 
Radio Club does not charge any fee for 
testing for any level of Amateur Radio 
licenses. 
 
When sending an email please include 
the following information: 
 
Name_______________ 
E-mail addresses__________________ 
Contact phone numbers  ____________ 
________________________________ 
City where you reside______________ 
________________________________ 
 
We look forward to receiving your ap-
plications and meeting you in class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FUNDRAISER TABLE 
August 2008 

 
Leanna  Training Tape / Birds 
Andy H  Mushroom Bird / Angle 
Merline  Yellow scarf 
Kathy O  Nail care / Bird Buddy 
Mary S  5 pair earrings / Birds 
David A  Glass eggs / glass swans / Xmas Deco 
Susan A  2 Doves / 2 Birds / Jar / Vase / Basket 

Krista’s Quaker on his back—many a 
Quakers favorite position 

Photo of materials after cutting 

All put together 

One happy bird! 



Leach Seed & Nuts Orders 
The Alaska Bird Club is now placing orders for  
Hookbill Cuisine and other items.  Place your  
order at the next bird club meeting and it will  
arrive in time for the next monthly meeting. 

**Note: The Hookbill Cuisine and other nut and seed products 
are not intended to be your birds sole food, it is designed to be 

a supplement to  
pellets, fruits and vegetables. 

Find an avian vet and have your birds checked annually 

The following list of Clinics have vets, which indicated an interest or a specialty in avian care.  This is not a com-
plete list, but to help you find an avian vet.  Ask your vet if they are experienced in bird care and if not find one that 
is. 

VCA Alaska Pet Care 
3900 Lake Otis Pkwy, Anchorage 
(907) 562-7387 
Dr. Jackie Frederickson 

College Village Animal Clinic 
2036 E. Northern Lights Blvd,  An-
chorage 
(907) 274-5623 
Dr. Jon Basler 
Dr. Pam Bluestone 
Dr. Pam Tuomi  

Pet Emergency & Treatment Inc 
(PET) 
2320 E Dowling Rd, Anchorage 
(907) 274-5636 
Dr. Kathy Doty 

 
 
 

Chester Valley Veterinary Hos-
pital 
1571 Muldoon Rd, Anchorage 
(907) 333-6591 
Dr. Thomas 

All Creatures Veterinary Clinic 
Mi 7.4 Palmer-Wasilla Hwy, Wa-
silla 
(907) 376-7930 
Dr. Cuthbert 

Palmer Veterinary Clinic 
Mi 39 Glen Hwy, Palmer 
(907) 745-3219 
Dr Ronald Williams 

 
Northern Lights Veterinary and  
Laser Center Inc. 
2002 W Bensen Blvd, Anchorage 
(907) 279-2340 
Dr. Cathy L. Hawn 
 

 

North Star Animal Hospital 
840 S Cobb St, Palmer 
907-746-7387 
Dr. Teresa Beck 

Peninsula Veterinary Services 
48213 Funny River Rd, Soldotna 
(907) 260-5850 
(907) 252-7806 Cell 
(Will do “barn” calls) 
Dr. Nybakken 

Mt McKinley Animal Hospital 
800 College Rd, Fairbanks 
(907) 452-6104 

 

 

 

   

Birds of the Month Needed 
Is your bird interested in being the next bird 

of the month?  If so, contact Kathleen 
O’Keefe at kok@woodsccross.net and we 

will reserve a spot for them.   

They will get to make a guest appearance at 
the membership meeting the month they are 

featured! 

PAGE 8 SEPTEMBER 2008 ALASKA BIRD NEWS 



The Alaska Bird Club  
Non Profit—EIN# 92-0134866 

Proudly Presents  
The 10th Annual Bird Club Companion Bird Seminar 

 
Susan G. Friedman, Ph.D. 

When:       October 18, 2008, Saturday 
Where:     Center Point Conference Room 
                  3801 Center Point Drive 
Time:        10am — 5 pm 
Speaker:  Susan Friedman, Ph.D. 
Topic:     Behavior Works: How to Teach So that Parrots                  
      Learn 
Registration:  $30.00 for members, $35.00 for non-members — 
online forms available—sorry no credit cards at this time—checks 
or money orders:  http://www.alaskabirdclub.org  
 
Light snacks and beverages will be provided. 

 
There will also be a Silent Auction and 2 Fundraising Tables 

Name(s)___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address________________________ Phone number _________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of people attending ________________________(okay to register at the door) 
$35.00 per person, $30.00 per person with Alaska Bird Club membership card 
Because this is a fundraising event for The Alaska Bird Club, these funds are non-refundable.  We like that 
you have birds, but please do not bring them to this event.  Light snacks and beverages provided. 
Mail payment to:  The Alaska Bird Club, PO Box  101825, Anchorage AK 99510-1825 

Dr. Friedman is a psychology professor at Utah State University: 

She has presented on animal learning and behavior to a wide variety of audiences including the Association of Avian 
Veterinarians, the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria, the American Federation of Aviculturists, Moorpark Col-
lege’s Exotic Animal Training and Management program, and NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center.  

She has taught animal behavior workshops in Canada, France, Israel, Holland, Australia, and New Zealand.  

She teaches two on-line courses, one for veterinarians and other animal professionals, and another for pet owners 
from 22 different countries so far.  

Her articles have been translated into 8 languages, including Bulgarian, Dutch, French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Russian and Swedish. 

She is the first author on two chapters on learning and behavior for two new avian veterinary texts (Harrison and 
Lightfoot’s Clinical Avian Medicine and Luescher’s Manual Parrot Behavior).  

She is a core member of the US Fish and Wild Service’s Condor Recovery Team.  

She has been nominated for the “Effective Presentation of Behavior Analysis in the Mass Media “ award, given by the 
International Association of Behavior Analysis.  



 

THE ALASKA BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 2008 
www.alaskabirdclub.org e-mail: akbirdclub@yahoo.com phone: 868-9070 

Non Profit Club EIN# 92-0134866 
The Alaska Bird Club’s mission is to promote responsible avian ownership through education and when possible, to 
provide rescue and adoption services for abandoned and unwanted birds in communities across Alaska. 
We are a statewide 501(c)(3) [non-profit]  educational club.  All money collected as dues is used to  
provide educational training and activities to assist people in caring for companion birds.  Our main  
activities include convening educational monthly membership meetings, producing a monthly newsletter, offering an 
annual seminar featuring experts in avian care and managing a website.  Additionally, The Alaska Bird Club man-
ages a statewide Adopt-A-Bird Program offering placement referrals, emergency/foster care and rescue services.  
The Alaska Bird Club also has a Lost/Found-Rescue Committee that aids in the rescue and capture of lost 
birds.  There are numerous other activities and services that The ABC offers.  You do not have to attend the meet-
ings to be a member.  

MEMBERSHIPS: 
Membership is due annually, and runs from January 1st—December 31st. (rate discount of 50% applies to  
members joining in August and later).  New members receive membership packets and free newsletter mailings. 

___   Single: $20.00  ___   Family: $25.00     Mail Payment and form to: 
The Alaska Bird Club, PO Box 101825, Anchorage, AK  99510 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________City___________________State______Zip________ 

Phone:____________________________  E-Mail address___________________________ 
Type of Companion Birds you live with and their names: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
How would you like to receive your newsletter?  US Mail ___  e-mail ___  pick-up at membership meeting ___   

Would you like to be listed on a registry that is available to other members?  Yes ___  No ___   

Would you be interested in carpooling from the Valley with other members?  Yes ___  No ___   
Would you like to be on a committee? Yes ___  No ___  and if so, do you have a preference?  
Adopt-A-Bird: ___  Lost/Found-Rescue Committee: ___  Hospitality Committee: ___  Membership Committee: ___  
Educational Committee: ___  Seminar Committee: ___  Emergency Services Committee: ___   
Other: _____________________________________ 
The Bird Club uses e-mail as the preferred method of communication.  Do you wish to be included on this mailing 
list or not?  Yes ____  No ____ 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! 

Advertising Rates For The Alaska Bird Club News 
 

Full Page ................. $50.00 per month 
Half Page ................ $30.00 per month 
Quarter Page …………$15.00 per month 
Business Card ...........$7.50 per month 

 
For further information about advertising, email akbirdclub@yahoo.com 
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Recommended Care of Pet Birds  

The Alaska Bird Club’s  
Recommended Care of Pet Birds  

booklet is FREE and available for download on 
our  

website: www.alaskabirdclub.org. Follow the 
link on the left marked Bird Care, click 

Downloads and then select “The Recommended 
Care of Pet Birds” in a PDF, HTML, or Word 

format. 

Please feel free to download/print as needed. 

There is a $5.00 monthly fee for both members and non-
members. Current members who pay for a  

classified listing will receive a free identical website listing for 
free. The monthly fee must be received  

before the newsletter goes to print.  
Send to PO Box 101825, Anchorage, AK 99510.   

Classified listings must be no more than 10 total lines.  Email 
Jennifer Slaughter with your ad birdabode@gci.net. 

 
 

Classified Ads 

Parrot Behavior Consultations  
Need help with any of the following?  

Aggression, Excessive screaming, Inappropriate  
vocalizations, Feather Destructive Behaviors, Diet,  

Environmental Enrichment 
Contact Karen Webster to schedule your  

consultation today:  
929-BIRD (2473) or  
akpeac@gmail.com. 
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Website to consider: 

Check out The Alaska Bird Club’s new 
Online Store!  Now you can order exactly 
what you want in the size and color that 
works best for you and it will ship to you’re 
home! 

http://www.cafepress.com/akbirdclub/ 



The Alaska Bird Club 
PO Box 101825 

Anchorage, AK 99510 

More Alaska Style from David Jensen Photography 
Visit David’s website at:   www.alaskaportraits.com . 

9130 Elim Street 
Anchorage AK  99507 

868-1680 Office 
341-1030 Fax 

Photog Blog 
Monthly Web Specials 
New Portrait Galleries 
New Wedding Galleries 
 
Meet the personalities behind the cameras! 
Tour our Studio  Meet the  Paparazzi  See the Jensen Zoo  Catch David in action. 

David 
868-1680 david@alaskaportraits.com 
 
David Jensen has been our volunteer judge for our photography 
contest every year at the Alaska Bird Club for over three years 
now. 
 
His dynamic personality and talent for capturing the spirit of 
your pet is amazing.   
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